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     The Hebrew Bible is often 
challenged as to its credibility. Some 
of the challenges are based upon 
faulty assumptions that the Hebrews 
did not have a writing system 
developed until the seventh century 
BC. But epigraphic (the study of 
inscriptions or epigraphs as writing) 
evidence from excavations as well 

as conclusions drawn from studies of contemporary 
culture would indicate that the Hebrews had an intricate 
writing system in place well before the time of Moses. 
Writings on items that exist because of their durability 
(pottery, stone walls) indicate the production of much 
larger texts that would have been written on perishable 
papyrus or even leather. 
     Truly when one studies the Hebrew Bible as a piece of 
literature, it is unrivaled as a collection of books from any 
other single culture in ancient Near Eastern studies. Only 
the Hebrews are known in the ANE (ancient Near East) for 
recording a continuous historical narrative with a unified 
account of the nations beginning. The lengthy 
compilations of the prophetic pronouncements and psalms 
(hymns of a nation) are unfounded in any other ANE 
cultures. In addition, though far advanced from other ANE 
cultures, the writings of the Hebrews would show similar 
forms and patterns which were prevalent in other ANE 
documents (this also attests to credibility).  
     That writing was found in the Hebrew culture is also 
attested to by the text of the Hebrew Bible as well. Various 
books are mentioned (some of which are included in the 
Hebrew Scriptures) like Moses record of the defeat of the 
Amalekites (Ex. 17:14), the Book of the Law (Josh. 1:7-8), 
the Book of Jashar (2 Sam. 1:18), and the books of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel and of Judah (1 Kgs. 
14:19, 29). It is not surprising to find references to writing 
and books as the Hebrews had an inherited alphabet as 
well as an abundance of writing materials (papyrus rolls 
and leather). 
     Some try to use the lack of earlier copies to argue 
against the credibility of the Hebrew Bible. Interestingly 
enough, about the only thing that is not credible with any 
certainty from the lack of earlier manuscripts, are the 
various theories men have devised to discover sources 
and literary forms in the Hebrew Bible (i.e. Documentary 
Hypothesis, JEPD-without “docs” what is studied?). 
     The Hebrew Bible, though attacked for its lack of 
credibility, when studied closely, actually attests to its own 
credibility. What a wonderful document we have from 
God—the Bible as a whole. The Hebrew Bible, is 
trustworthy for many things of importance to man—origin 
and purpose of man and the information man needs from 
his originator, God. May we study and be blessed. 
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Confidence 
Corner 
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Sunday’s Sermons: 

 
A.M. — From Persecutor to Persecuted 
 Acts 9:1-2; 20-23  
 
P.M. — Following God’s Will My Way 
 I Samuel 15:1-3; 7-15 

   Perhaps the earliest reference to 
the biblical king David is thought to 
be found in the tenth-century B.C. 
Egyptian inscription on the walls of 
the Temple of Amun in Karnak. 
Shoshenq/Sheshonq I (biblical 
Shishak) is thought to be the last 
Egyptian ruler to follow the practice 

initiated by a 15th century Pharoah Thutmose III of 
carving the names of the territories he conquered and 
claimed dominion over on the walls of the temple in 
Karnak.  
     Kenneth Kitchen argues that “Heights of David” is the 
most likely reading of one name in a hieroglyphic list 
carved on the exterior south wall of the temple in Karnak.  
One of the place names in toponyms (a word meaning 
“place names”) 105 and 106 in Shishak’s list is h(y)dbt 
dwt. According to most all who have examined the 
hieroglyphic list the first word h(y)dbt is to be read as 
“highland” or “heights.” It is the second word that has 
been debated by those familiar with the reading of 
hieroglyphs.       
     Hershel Shanks provides the following analysis of the 
second word dwt: “The first letter is clear: d. At least in 
principle, the second letter, w, the equivalent of the 
Hebrew letter waw, can be read as a vowel, o, or as a 
consonant, v. Both uses are found in the Shishak list 
(and in Hebrew generally). The third letter is clearly a t. 
Thus the word could theoretically be read as dot or davit. 
Neither, however, makes any sense as far as we know.”   
     So could the second word dwt be read as David? 
According to Kenneth Kitchen, he has found evidence 
that such is the case. Kitchen has found a sixth century 
Ethiopic inscription from South Arabia that is 
unmistakably a reference to King David of the Bible. In 
the Ethiopic ruler’s victory inscription, he cites two psalms 
(19 and 65) and used David’s name in connection with 
the psalms. In this inscription David is spelled exactly as 
in the Shishak list. In the same section (second section) 
that “heights of David” occurs, in the same row is found a 
reference to “the Terrain of Tilwan;” this seems to show 
that the list follows a similar pattern in referencing 
geographical areas. Though Kitchen does not claim 
certainty, he feels there is a “high degree of probability 
that the second word is to be read “David.” 
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       In our Confidence Corner this week the focus was upon the credibility of the Hebrew Bible. 
God’s revelation to man should be of utmost importance. The fact that we can know it is credible 
is a blessing to our lives. The true blessing though comes only if we give attention to God’s 
revelation to us—the Bible. 
 
      The NT indicates a need to study God’s Word. In 2 Timothy 2:15 the Christian is encouraged 
to give diligence (ASV...put forth every effort) to show ourselves approved unto God. Paul wrote 
to the Romans instructing them to allow their faith to grow through a study of God’s Word. 
Romans 10:17 instructs the Christians “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word 
of God.” One could hardly argue to any degree of success that God does not expect us to read 
and practice His Word in our lives today. This is not surprising to those who have read the OT or 
Hebrew Scriptures as they are referred to as well. Consider the following from the OT. 
 
     When Moses was given the Law from God, he was not to keep it to himself. Rather we read 
that there was a public reading of the Law that took place while the people were still at Mt. Sinai. 
Study Exodus 24: 3, 4, and 7 as well as Exodus 34:32 to see the emphasis given to this early 
public reading of the Law. 
 
      In addition, after Israel had settled in the land, God had made provision for the reading of the 
Law. According to Deuteronomy 31:9-13, The Law was to be read publicly every seven years. 
 
 9 So Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who bore the ark of the 
 covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. 10 And Moses commanded them, saying: "At 
 the end of every seven years, at the appointed time in the year of release, at the Feast of 
 Tabernacles,  11 when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God in the place which He 
 chooses, you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 12 Gather the people together, 
 men and women and little ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear and 
 that they may learn to fear the Lord your God and carefully observe all the words of this law, 13 and 
 that their children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God as long as 
 you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to possess." 
   
      Even in a time when God’s Word was not readily available to man, a public reading provided 
all a reminder of God’s message numerous times in their lives. Other passages such as 
Deuteronomy 27:1-8; Joshua 8:32-35; 2 Kings 23:2; 2 Chronicles 17:9; and Nehemiah 8 also 
show the emphasis placed upon the Word of God. 
 
     When times were tough in Israel (Judah) Jeremiah’s prophecies were read to leaders and the 
people in the temple (Jeremiah 36:10, 13-15). During this time the book of the Law was read to 
Josiah (2 Kings. 22:10). Jeremiah’s prophecies were also read to Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 36:21-
24). This was all in addition to what the kings were instructed to do from the Law—have his own 
copy of the Law and read it to himself (Deuteronomy 17:18-19). 
 
     From more public reading of God’s message in the OT, to the leaders need to study the Law, 
the importance God placed in the OT on the reading of His message is clear. For Christians 
today, the responsibility seems “amped” up to where individuals are now commanded to give 
attention to the reading of God’s message. Each one of us needs to examine ourselves. 
                John F. Board 
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Importance Given to Reading 



DIANE LEWIS hopes to get results this week of 
her ultrasound.  GRACE SPEER was released 
from Frazier Rehab Center Friday and is now back 
at Atria.  JIM WHITE  will have a repeat liver test 
March 22.  If  that comes back satisfactory he will 
begin chemotherapy April 7, once a week through 
the month of April.  JOHN WEAVER has been un-
dergoing some tests.  PATSY MARTIN underwent 
outpatient eye surgery Tuesday at Hardin Memo-
rial. 
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
Betty Addington  Rosa Lee Norman 
Carl & Delsie Axton  Ruby Keister  
Neil Burden   Pansy Sells 
Howard Gardner  Oleta Stranahan 
Faye Guess   Kay Thomason 
Dorothy Hawkins  Barbara Underwood 
Roy Johnson   Lonnie Underwood 
Dan Marcum   Dorotha Weaver 
J Martin   Lawrence Wells 
Carl Mercer   
   
Let us continue to remember the following mili-
tary personnel in our prayers: 
Afghanistan—Kelly Leverett, Travis Clonch  
Iraq—Drew McAlpin 
Fort Knox—Michael Morrow, Israel Fox, Barry Bar-
clay, Brian Wilkins, Nathan Miller, A. J. Anderson, 
Roni Reed 
Others—Robert E. Wooten, Korry Leverett, Joe 
Betterton, Terry Turner, Brett Fleming, Nathan 
McClain, Ronald O’Bryant, Aaron Wellman, Dan 
Sloat, Gregory Stack, Tim Gil 
Additional Prayer List:  John Berrier, John D. 
Board, Priscilla Boyd, Roy Buckles, Sue Cantrell, 
Michael Clymer, Peggy Fryer, Brenda Gaddie, 
Royce Goodman, Ginell Harris, Betty Jabrocki, 
John Kavanaugh, Ricky Mann, Sherry Marcum, 
Steven Martin, Terri McDonald, Kathy McNutt, Roy 
Mitchell, Mary Montgomery, Debra Morgan, Joe 
Pawley, Penny Pirtle, Joe & Patsy Richter, Tim 
Shelman, Roge-Ge-Neal Smith, Florence Stull, 
Terri Thompson, Juanita Tillery, Tanya Waters, 
Kevin Weaver, Margaret Whisenant, Virginia Wiser 
  

Youth News 
Youth Devotional hosted by the Board family, Sun-
day night, March 21.   
Taylor Christian Camp applications available 
March 27.  Camp is June 13-18. 
Freed-Hardeman University Horizons, July 4-9.  
Applications available online for 7th-12th graders. 
 

Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 3/14/10 Canned green beans & corn 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
□ 5TH GRADE & UNDER BOWLING  at Dix-E-
 Town Lanes, Sunday afternoon, March 21, 
 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Cost is $3.50 per person 
 per game to bowl, and shoe rental is free.     
 Check  with Ken or Monica Bybee if any 
 questions. 
□ PRISON MINISTRY VOLUNTEER MEETING, 
 Sunday afternoon, March 21, at 5:30 p.m. in 
 Room 10. 
□ FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS SEMINAR, 
 hosted by Lehman Avenue Church of 
 Christ in Bowling Green, KY, Saturday, March 
 27, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. CST.  Speakers:  
 Jack Ray, Alan Highers and Garvis Semore.  
 A flyer is posted on the bulletin board. 
□ DIRECTORY PICTURES of new members or 
 family retakes for our pictorial directory will be 
 taken Sunday morning, March 28, in John’s 
 office.   
□ SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon, 
 March 28, at 3:00 p.m. 
□ TUESDAY LUNCH, April 6, at noon in the 
 South Wing. 
□ GOSPEL MEETING, May 16-19, with Tom 
 Holland 

 

Mission News 
Volunteers are needed to visit the Fort Gay congrega-
tion in West Virginia.  If interested, please see Mickey 
Gattis or Henry McAlister. 
 

Thank You 
To my wonderful Christian friends,  Thank you so very 
much for the cards and calls I received during my 
bout with pneumonia.  Thank you for the prayers that 
helped my recovery. 
   In Christian Love, Faye Guess 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
March 14, 2010 

 
Sunday Bible Study                                            134 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                 213 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                 128 
Wednesday Bible Study                                     126 
Ladies Bible Class                                                16 
Contribution (Budget -- $6,888)                     $7,228 
 
                    Elder/Coordinator for March 

Ronnie Carter 

News and Notes 



 

Elizabethtown Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 652 
1211 N. Dixie Ave. 
Elizabethtown, KY   42701 
 

Church Office: 765-6446 
Fax # 737-0491 
 

Elders:  
Ron Carter      358-5792 
Henry McAlister     765-7386 
Mike Pence                                 737-8123 
Rick Whobrey                             769-9267 
 

Ministers: 
John Board                                 763-1677 
                                   cell # 505-3925 
Secretary: 
Kim Whobrey                             769-9267 
 

Email: chofchrist@windstream.net 

 

Visit us on the World Wide Web: 
www.etowncofc.org 

 
     

Elizabethtown Church of Christ                                                             
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Elizabethtown, KY   42702 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Are You Part of the 

 PARTICIPATION 
 
Mar. 21 — 5th Grade & Under Bowling 
Mar. 21 — Prison Ministry Volunteer Meeting 
Mar. 21 — Youth Devo 
Mar. 28 — Singing at Atria 
Apr. 6 — Tuesday Lunch 
May 16-19 — Gospel Meeting w/Tom Holland 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Mar. 22 — Judges 10-12 
Mar. 23 — Judges 13-15 
Mar. 24 — Judges 16-18 
Mar. 25 — Judges 19-21 
Mar. 26 — Ruth 
Mar. 27 — 1 Samuel 1-3 
Mar. 28 — 1 Samuel 4-8 

Bible Question 
 

This Week’s Bible Question:   The story of what prophet is 
connected with a gourd? 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question:   What Old Testament woman 
had children named Lo-ruhamah, Lo-ammi and Jezreel?  
The correct answer is Gomer, wife of Hosea, Hosea 1.  
Those who correctly answered the question are:  Mary 
Walker, Bloria Taylor, Edna Ashlock, Rick Eiler, Joyce 
Pack, Helen Raby, Wilma Stull, Lorene Harris, Reagan and 
Samuel White. 
 
Please write down your answer and put it in the box outside 
the church office before next Wednesday or email your answer 
to chofchrist@windstream.net by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 
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