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confidence, will grow (Romans

10:17).

In Genesis 12:3 we read “ | will bless those who
bless you, And | will curse those who curse you; and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This
passage teaches that Abram was to become the
personification of God’s blessing to his fellow men”
(Aalders, p.269). Those who acted in favor toward
Abram, God would act in favor toward them. Those
who did not act in favor of Abram, God would not act in
favor of them. The final promise that all the earth
would be blessed through Abram deals more than with
physical blessings. This blessing looks back to
Genesis 3:15 and ahead to Christ. This blessing would
nullify the curse brought upon mankind from the
beginning of sin (Genesis 3). But how does the NT
employ the passage?

In Galatians 3:8, Paul personifies scripture
depicting what it foresaw (Taylor, p. 51). The passage
reads, “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to
Abraham beforehand saying, ‘In you all the nations
shall be blessed.” The passage from the Pentateuch
could be written by Moses through the eyes of God. As
Moses wrote guided by God, his words could depict
exactly what God would do thousands of years later
through his Son. Such good news was preached with
future anticipation of the blessing Abraham would be
to all the nations. It would be through his “seed” that all
the nations of the earth would be blessed (a reference
to Christ).

The NT writer employs the passage to show that it
was through Jesus, not Judaism, that Abraham’s
blessing of all nations would come. It was not what the
Israelites followed in the Old Testament that Paul
made reference to here in this passage; it was through
the Gospel that all nations would be blessed. It would
be only those who accepted the Gospel who would be
a part of those that Moses through inspiration had
written of some thousands of years earlier.
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This year in Confidence
) Corner we are examining how Fun at the Roller Rink
Confidence |the inspired New Testament Ray’s
writers applied the passages . Our thanks to Henry & Wilma
Jo(r?nOFrréSarrd from the inspired Old Testament Ral.?T Egg(gs McAlister for hosting the February
' writers so that our knowledge, y youth devotional at the Hardin
faith, and therefore our County Roller Rink. An excellent
crowd was there and fun was

enjoyed by all. John spoke of membership in the local
church, as well as the church universal.

Sunday’s Sermons:

A.M. - Membership in the Local Church
Acts 9:26-30

P.M. - Questions and Answers




YOU CAN CATCH MORE FLIESWITH SUGAR THANWITH VINEGAR

The following article is written by James Farley. He preaches at Fort Gay, WV. He will
be in Etown to speak on March 1. | know you will appreciate Jim. (jfb)

Here is just one of the many platitudes that erupt from the mouths of those who are opposed
to strong and straight gospel preaching. The trouble with this particular one is simply that gospel
preachers are not in the fly catching business; rather, they are in the soul-saving business like the
one they seek to emulate! (Luke 19:10). There is an old story about a young preacher who stood
up in a congregation where he was "trying out" and boldly proclaimed, "I do not think it right nor
proper for a gospel preacher to tell people that they are going to hell'" An old and tried veteran
preacher stood up in the back of the meeting house and shouted, "Son, point them out to me and
I'll tell them for you! For if they are headed toward hell, they need to know it!"

Before | write any further in this article, allow me to say that | do not think it is ever proper or
right for a preacher or Bible teacher to be mean-spirited, rude, and/or demeaning. Such will never
do, for this will drive people away instead of drawing them through the power of the precious
gospel of Christ. It is a Scriptural fact that we are to be ". . .speaking the truth in love. . ."
(Ephesians 4:15). But brethren, this does not mean that we "water down" the message for fear of
offending some! This does not mean that we abstain, for instance, from preaching the truth on
marriage, divorce and remarriage, because we know we have some in the audience in
unscriptural marriages. It certainly does not mean that we will not preach the truth concerning
damnable denominationalism because "it might run some off." Many times congregations attempt
to "handcuff & gag" preachers so that the message heard in their pulpits could be preached in
any of the denominational churches in town and the members of that denomination would not
know that he was not one of them! In fact, with such "general themes" as are heard from some of
our pulpits these days, one is made to wonder if the preacher is not, in fact, "one of them"!

Donald Rumsfeld, the current Secretary of Defense, was not well liked by many around the
Pentagon when he first took over that position last year. He was not well liked by the Press Corp.
either, for that matter. Why? Well, he was spearheading some much needed changes in the
Pentagon, and he was (and is) a straight talker. He tells the truth, and he tells the truth bluntly
and straightforwardly. As a result, the Press had a heyday with him. "He is crass and arrogant . .
." one reporter said. This was all before September 11, 2001. Now Donald Rumsfeld is popular
among the Joint Chiefs and even among most of the Press. There was some talk about this in a
special report on MSNBC a few nights ago. A panel of "experts" was discussing Rumsfeld, and
particularly the "amazing change of perception” that has taken place. The overall consensus of
the group was that the war had changed people’s attitudes. One fellow said, "There is a softer,
kinder language needed during peace time, but during war time people expect the bluntness and
straightforwardness of Donald Rumsfeld, and they even like it."

Brethren, do you not realize that we are at war with Satan and his cohorts? (2 Corinthians
10:3-6; Ephesians 6:10-20; | Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 2:3-4). There will never be peace with him;
he is our adversary. (I Peter 5:8). He is the ultimate "evil one", and he and his need to be labeled
as such. The Word of God says that anything that is contrary to the "doctrine of Christ" is evil.
(Read 2 John 9-11). We need not be mean-spirited toward those confused and deceived by
Satan, but we must "call a spade a spade" and call upon people to truly believe on Jesus, repent
of their sins, and submit to Him as Lord of lords and King of kings. The Bible is right!

James E. Farley
(Note: This article was written as the war in Iraq was raging, and Secretary Rumsfeld was giving
daily updates to the press)




News and Notes

HARRY STULL was admitted to Baptist East Hospital
Saturday with bronchitis and was released Tuesday.
STEVEN PITCOCK, Barbara Witty's son, underwent
eye surgery Wednesday in Glasgow.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS

Betty Addington Carl Mercer

Neil Burden Tom Morgan
Elonda Crafton Nathan Nash

Dana Fox Rosa Lee Norman
Howard Gardner Joyce Pack

Chris Goodin Grace Speer

Faye Guess Gene Stough

Roy Johnson Barbara Underwood
Ruby Keister Lonnie Underwood
Kent Lane Payton Walker
Diane Lewis Lawrence Wells

J Martin Jim & Dyrena White

Let us continue to remember the following mili-
tary personnel in our prayers: Dave Fulbright,
Robert E. Wooten, Justin Gardner, Kelly Leverett,
George Edwards, Joe Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale
Martin, Terry Turner, Cameron Ponder, Brett Fleming,
Mike Chandler, Nathan McClain, Ronald O’Bryant, Roni
Reed, Hector Meza, Aaron Wellman, Michael Morrow,
Israel Fox, Barry Barclay, Brian Wilkins

Additional Prayer List: Charlene Akridge, Weita
Anderson, Delsie Axton, Curtis Bradley, Sue Cantrell,
Royce Goodman, Renee Green, Ginell Harris, Don
Hatcher, Louie Hodge, Mike Lane, Michelle Lawson,
Lina Lee, Vanessa & Cambry Paul, John Pawley, Willie
Pence, Joe & Patsy Richter, David & Geneva Risinger,
Carlos Smith, Roge-Ge-Neal Smith, Mary Stough, Jim
Thomas, Juanita Tillery, Kevin Weaver, Kendell Whis-
enant, Sondra Woosley

Thank You
Your kind expression of sympathy is deeply appreci-
ated and gratefully acknowledged. Thank you for the
beautiful flowers.

The family of Kenneth Hilton

Thank you for the flowers. Your kindness strength-
ens our faith.
The David W. Keister Family

| want to thank all of you for the many prayers, visits,
flowers and phone calls during my stay in the hospi-
tal It meant a lot to me.

In Christian Love, Rosa Lee Norman

During a time like this we realize how much our fam-
ily and friends really mean to us. Your expression of
sympathy will always be remembered. Thank you so
very much for the beautiful flowers. Your kindness is
greatly appreciated.

The Alene Barber Family

Sympathy

Our sympathy is expressed to Sue Pence and her family
in the death of her brother, Robert Taylor Allen, who
passed away February 11. His funeral was held Satur-
day.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SWEETHEART DINNER, Saturday night,
February 21, 6:00 p.m. in the South Wing.
This is for all adults, not just couples. Men are
asked to prepare two dishes. CSG #1 isin
charge of set up and decorations, CSG’'s #2 &
#3 have clean up duties, and CSG #4 is in
charge of the activities. Members are asked to
bring a wedding photo or copy and give to
Jason or Carrie White prior to the dinner.
LADIES DAY MEETING, Sunday morning,
February 22, in Room 10 immediately after
morning services. All ladies working on the
plans for the Ladies Day are encouraged to
attend.
SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon,
February 22, at 3:00 p.m.
JIM FARLEY from the Fort Gay Church of
Christ in West Virginia will be speaking during
morning and evening services Sunday, March
1.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS,
Sunday, March 8.
E-TOWN LADIES DAY, Saturday, March 21,
with Janie Gallagher from Fairmont, WV.
Theme: Vessels of Clay.
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS SEMINAR at
Lehman Avenue Church of Christ in Bowling
Green, Saturday, March 28. A sheet with
speakers and times is posted on the bulletin
board.

Pantry Item of the Week
Week of 2/22/09 Pkgs./Boxes of Rice

OUR RECORD FOR
February 15, 2009

Sunday Bible Study 156
Sunday Morning Assembly 206
Sunday Evening Assembly 155
Wednesday Bible Study 114
Ladies Bible Class 14
Contribution (Budget -- $6,783) $7,730

Elder/Coordinator for February
Rick Whobrey




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:

Ron Carter 358-5792

Henry McAlister 765-7386

Mike Pence 737-8123

Rick Whobrey 769-9267

Ministers:

John Board 763-1677

Ray Pack 982-3460
cell # 723-7564

Secretary:

Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.etowncofc.org

This Week’s Bible Question: What goddess did Jeremiah
accuse the people of Judah of making sacrifices to?

Last Week’s Bible Question: What was the bounty to
Delilah for discovering the secret of Samson’s strength?
The correct answer is multiple men paid 1100 pieces of
silver, Judges 16:5. Those who correctly answered the Bible
Question are Kay Thomason, Edna Ashlock, Joyce Pack, Mary
Walker, Betty Bray, Katy Watson, Rick Eiler, Bloria Taylor,
Lorene Harris, Samantha Tackett and Helen Raby.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the
box outside the church office before next Wednesday or email
your answer to ray.pack@kvnet.org by Tuesday afternoon.
Please include the Scripture reference and your name.
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Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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