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Sermon Topics:
9:30 AM Sunday - “Hindrances to Church Growth”
10:30 AM Sunday - “Preaching Christ Crucified”
6:00 PM Sunday - “Fathers are Parents, Too”
7:00 PM Monday - “The Right View of the Church”
7:00 PM Tuesday - “The Right View of Salvation”
7:00 PM Wednesday - “God’s Pattern for Husbands and Wives”

For more information you may contact us:
Elizabethtown Church of Christ
PO Box 652
Elizabethtown, KY 42702
(270) 765-6446
churchofchrist@kvnet.org
www.etowncofc.org



An Important Question

Monday morning when we came into the office there was an anonymous question in the mailbox.
Perhaps the person who wrote the question simply forgot to sign the question—I have no way of knowing. It is
helpful, if you have a serious sincere concern, to sign your question. | might want to call or visit and talk with you
quickly so that you do not overly concern yourself with an inquiry. Also with the timing of the events of the week
past, it would be too long to wait and address the question next month—this question seems to be a concern that
needs to be addressed soon, for a variety of reasons. Because of the timing of the question, | felt it best to
address it here in the bulletin. The question is as follows: “Is it not God’s commandment to forgive? Why is the
church taking legal action against a person? Shouldn’t we forgive that person and rather than punish them, show
them the power of the Lord by getting that person the help they truly need? (question refers to disturbed young man who
destroyed our sign, busted through our outer and inner glass doors, and threatened to kill)

First let me address the incorrect judgmental assumption that the purpose of the action taken by the
church was to punish and not to provide the help that the obviously disturbed young man needed. Since | was the
one who spoke with the police and took the action on behalf of the church, allow me to provide the facts of this
matter. When | spoke with the officer, | was told the best way to get the young man the help he needed from a
proper facility, was to go down to the county attorney’s office and file the complaints. The officer told me, this
would be “the first step” in getting him where he needed to be. Incidentally, the county attorney’s office sent me a
letter saying that the police had already charged the young man, and that no action would be taken against the
young man based upon the churches complaint that was filed. The officer | spoke with was unaware that the city
had already filed the charges.

| really do not know the motive of the question; regardless it needs to be brought to everyone’s attention
that such a question can cut the heart of those who are trying to do the very best for everyone involved in a very
difficult situation. It also could indicate a problem that | have seen in other areas where | have preached. That
problem is a lack of trust that is placed in an eldership, who does have most all the information, from someone
who thinks from the little they know about a situation, that they can make a better judgment. Our elders deserve
better and | hope whoever penned the question, will consider how the question could be perceived by the elders.
| write this as kindly as | know how with the knowledge that the individual who wrote the question may have been
nothing but sincere, but it is my responsibility as a teacher to show where an individual is in error so that they
may make the necessary corrections. How can | say | love a person and not try to help them grow as a Christian?
How can | be true to God and not lovingly provide the correction He expects me to provide (Ephesians 4:15)7?
Remember, | did not write the question, but once it is written | have a responsibility to respond to the error. Again
if the question was signed, | could address the matter privately.

As to the scriptural concerns of the question, the query indicates a common misunderstanding regarding
the Bible’s teaching regarding forgiveness. Although it is true that we absolutely have to have an attitude toward
forgiveness of another individual who has sinned against us (Mt. 18:21-ff), the Bible also teaches that we cannot
extend that forgiveness until the person who has wronged us repents and asks for forgiveness (Lk. 17:3). Even in
the passage in Mt. 18:21ff Jesus represents the individual repenting (an action representing a willingness to
make restitution...”have patience with me and | will pay you all.”). The false concept is known as “unconditional
forgiveness” and is often mistakenly attributed to the Lord, who while hanging on the cross stated, “Father forgive
them for they know not what they do.” Jesus was not asking the Father to forgive the people apart from their
willingness to repent, else we would have no need for anything after the cross. God would have practiced
unconditional forgiveness and all people from that point forward/backward would have been saved—no need for
Pentecost, no need for the Church, and no need for the Plan of Salvation. Jesus was asking the Father to
forgive these individuals in connection with His eternal plan through the ages (Acts 2:23); that is why we still have
the record of the events of Pentecost that ushered in the Christian age and the teaching that one must hear,
believe, repent, confess, be baptized, and live faithful.

A false view of the Scripture’s teaching regarding forgiveness has caused undue stress to many who are
victims of crimes. They have every right to be angry because a moral injustice has been done against them.
Being told that they need to forgive the person who has shown no remorse brings further guilt and trauma. And
even in the best case scenario, where one who has committed a crime against you asks for forgiveness,
forgiveness does not remove consequences to his crime that God has provided government to put in place for
the protection of individuals (Rom. 13). If someone molested your child, based on the question above, one would
simply forgive that person, file no charges, and allow them to seek counseling, and in doing so fail to use what
God has put in place for the protection of others. In allowing someone to harm another, you definitely would not
be practicing the Golden Rule (Mt. 7:12).

John F. Board
Elizabethtown, KY




News and Notes

DYRENA WHITE remains in Norton’s Hospital in
Louisville, Unit 4K Bed 12. OWEN CARTER,
Ronnie Carter’s brother, had surgery Wednesday.
NELLIE HART was admitted to Hardin Memorial,
Room 204, last Thursday and continues to un-
dergo tests. NATHAN NASH was in Jewish Hos-
pital recently with double pneumonia and contin-
ues to recuperate at home. NADINE FULK-
ERSON has been sick with bronchitis. GRACE
SPEER was seen in the Emergency Room last
week. GENE STOUGH is scheduled for further
thyroid tests in Louisville September 25.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS

Betty Addington Kent Lane

Neil Burden J Martin

Elonda Crafton Carl Mercer

Dana Fox Tom Morgan

Joyce Fulkerson Adrian Price (Ukraine)
Howard Gardner Marie Rose

Bernard Gillim
Faye Guess
Nellie Hart
Roy Johnson
David Keister

Grace Speer
Barbara Underwood
Lonnie Underwood
Dorotha Weaver
Lawrence Wells

Let us continue to remember the following military
personnel in our prayers: Dave Fulbright, Robert E.
Wooten, Justin Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George
Edwards, Joe Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale
Martin, Terry Turner, Cameron Ponder, Brett
Fleming, Mike Chandler, Nathan McClain, Willie
Mitchell, Ronald O’Bryant, Roni Reed, Hector
Meza, Aaron Wellman

Additional Prayer List: Jan Allen, Weita Anderson,
K.C. Avery, Delsie Axton, Bill Bigelow, Christa
Bradley, Gloria Brown, Grace Brown, Sue Cantrell,
Owen Carter, Joyce Cecil, Michael Clymer, Lillian
Coleman, Betty Davis, Sydney Dover, David Fant,
Royce Goodman, Priscilla Gratton, Renee Green,
Terry Griffin, Don Hatcher, Louie Hodge, Rose
Johnson, Mike Lane, Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee,
Bruce LeFevre, Jennifer Martin, Gayle Massey,
Erman McClaskey, Lucinda McCune, Terri
McDonald, Julie Murphy, Lynn Parsons, Chris
Paul, Joe & John Pawley, Ann Peters, Joe & Patsy
Richter, Roge-Ge-Neal Smith, Florence Stull,
Patsy Taylor, Juanita Tillery, Laura Walker, Kevin
Weaver, Polly Weicht, Kendell Whisenant, Nora
Wilkins, Sondra Woosley

Pantry Iltem of the Week
Week of 9/28/08 Canned vegetables

Sermon Topics, Sunday, September 28
AM: Shall We Know One Another in Heaven?

1 Corinthians 15:35-44
PM: Questions & Answers, Luke 12:41-48

Gospel Broadcasting Network

A petition is in the lobby that you are asked to sign

for Brandenburg Telecom asking them to add GBN to
their current lineup of channels. GBN programming is
high quality, Bible based, and offers a good variety of
programs ranging from preaching, Bible classes, inter-
views, counseling, Bible Q & A, children’s programming,
and marriage helps 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

UPCOMING EVENTS

m 5TH GRADE & UNDER COOKOUT/
HAYRIDE, Saturday, September 27, at 5:30
p.m. at the home of Allen & Mary Woodring.

m SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday, September 28,
at 3:00 p.m.

O ELDERS/DEACONS/PREACHERS
MEETING, Sunday afternoon, September 28, in
Room 10 at 5:15 p.m.

m CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, Sunday night,
September 28

O SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY
GET-TOGETHER, Sunday night, September
28, in the South Wing. CSG #3 & CSG #4 will
host.

O FALL GOSPEL MEETING, October 12-15,
with Winford Claiborne of Fayetteville,
Tennessee

O LADIES RETREAT, October 24-25 at White
Mills Camp. Costis $25. Renita Archey from
Cleveland, TN will be the speaker. Topic:
Stress Management for Women. Sign up
sheets and information packets are on the table
in the lobby.

O FALL GET-TOGETHER, October 31, at the
Muncy home in Bardstown.

OUR RECORD FOR
September 21, 2008

Sunday Bible Study 138
Sunday Morning Assembly 213
Sunday Evening Assembly 130
Wednesday Bible Study 128
Ladies Bible Class 18

Contribution (Budget -- $6,309) $7,942

Elder/Coordinator for October
Rick Whobrey




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:
Ron Carter 358-5792
Henry McAlister 765-7386
Mike Pence 737-8123
Rick Whobrey 769-9267
Ministers:
John Board 763-1677
Ray Pack 982-3460
cell # 723-7564
Secretary:
Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.etowncofc.org

Bible Question

This Week’s Bible Question: What king ordered the priest
Uriah to build a copy of a pagan altar that he had seen in
Damascus?

Last Week’s Bible Question: What, in the dream of a Midianite
soldier, tumbled into the Midianites camp and flattened a
tent? The correct answer is a barley cake, Judges 7:13-14.
Rick Eiler, Mary Walker, Betty Bray, Bloria Taylor, Joyce Pack,
Kay Thomason and Edna Ashlock correctly answered the
question.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your
answer to ray.pack@kvnet.org by Tuesday afternoon. Please
include the Scripture reference and your name.

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 AM.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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