The Caller

A Weekly Newsletter of the Elizabethtown church of Christ
Vol. XXXV February 3, 2008 No. 4

R ' It's once again time for the
ay S Annual Freed Hardeman Bible
i Lectureship. As | have said many

Rambllngs times in the past it is a blessing to

Ray Pack go to this event each year. If my
memory is correct this will be the
14th consecutive year | have
been able to attend. | am grateful the Elders here see
the value in the preacher attending. It is a time to
renew acquaintances and recharge the mind more than
words can describe. Please keep me in your prayers
while | am away. If a need arises feel free to contact
me. | will have my cell phone and will also be checking
my email.

Something to Think About

The following article came across my desk not too
long ago and | think it has a relevant point.

THE FISH TANK

At their school carnival, our kids won four free
goldfish (lucky us!), so out | went Saturday morning to
find an aquarium. The first few | priced ranged from
$40 to $70. Then | spotted it right in the aisle a
discarded 10 gallon display tank, complete with gravel
and filter for a mere five bucks. Sold! Of course it was
nasty dirty, but the savings made the two hours of
clean-up a breeze. Those four new fish looked great in
their new home, at least for the first day. But by
Sunday one had died. Too bad, but three remained.
Monday morning revealed a second casualty, and by
Monday night a third goldfish had gone belly up. We
called in an expert, a member of our church who has a
30 gallon tank. It didn’t take him long to discover the
problem: | had washed the tank with soap, an absolute
no-no. My uninformed efforts had destroyed the very
lives | was trying to protect.

Sometimes in our zeal to clean up our own lives or
the lives of others, we unfortunately use “killer soaps”
—condemnation, criticism, nagging, and fits of temper.
We think we're doing right, but our harsh, self-righteous
treatment is more than they can bear.

So remember when we are trying to clean up our
lives and especially when we are trying to help others
who have strayed away from God, don't use “killer
soap!”

Tract of the Week

This week’s tract...
“The Amazing History of Instrumental Music”

The tract of the week is actually a two-part tract.
Part 1 will be placed in the tract rack this week and Part
2 the following week. Many of us wonder about the
origin of instrumental music in the worship assembly.
Many in our world have always thought that this was
what God desired. These two tracts trace the history of
the introduction of the instrument through the course of
history in various religious bodies.

Scenes from Evangelism University

Sunday’s Sermons:

A.M. - The | Am's of Paul
Romans 1:14-16

P.M. - Joe Brothers to Speak




Have you ever had one of those “watershed” moments
as a parent—a time when you think all your efforts to
teach your child is finally paying dividends? Well, for
Brenna and me, we had a very brief “watershed” moment
Let me explain.

Kayleigh, our oldest, was only a little over two years
old when our “watershed” moment occurred. Being a
preacher’s kid, Kayleigh was used to not only attending
services when her father preached but she was also
used to traveling to Gospel Meetings during the week.

One weekday evening, we were attending a Gospel
Meeting at the Oakhurst Church of Christ. The speaker that evening was Frank
Higginbotham (Steve’s father). | often enjoyed hearing Mr. Higg (as | called him) preach; |
had been taught the truth by Steve and attended for a number of years at the congregation
where Steve’s father, Frank, was the preacher. There was something extra special about
hearing the Gospel presented by Mr. Higg.

Of course before and after the meeting, Kayleigh was receiving the normal extra special
attention from “family” members (physical and spiritual). Because of her time spent with
brethren from other congregations (gospel sings, camps, meetings, etc) she was well
known by many who were present.

That leads me to our “watershed” moment. After some time of visiting, we finally loaded
Kayleigh into her car seat and began leaving the parking lot. It was then that as proud
parents we heard these wonderful words “Mommy, Daddy, | love Church!” | can’t speak for
Brenna but I still remember my chest swelling with pride...”oh we must be doing such a
good job raising our daughter” | thought to myself. Then my moment was crushed when
Kayleigh finished her statement, “...except for the singing, preaching, and praying part.”

Although | was at first crushed, after | thought more about what Kayleigh had said, |
realized she benefited from another part of gathering to worship God—the fellowship
shared by Christians. Please don’t get me wrong. Our primary purpose is to gather to
worship our God and as we do so, we leave uplifted and strengthened. But there is that
added benefit of Christian fellowship.

From what | read in the updates that Kim sends me, the congregation at Elizabethtown
truly understands the benefit of Christian fellowship. Your sense of “family” encourages
me. The excitement expressed by those who are returning to Etown after being away
speaks volumes.

Brenna, Kayleigh, Emaleigh, and | feel blessed to be able to have the opportunity of
working and worshipping with such a wonderful congregation of the Lord’s people. We
realize such relationships are possible because of the love of the Truth that we all share.
As we continue to walk in God’s ways, we will continue to share that closeness that God
intends (I John 1:7). We anticipate the day we arrive to begin our fellowship together! Oh,
and yes, | am glad | was not preaching that night!

John F. Board




News and Notes

HERB PENCE has been moved to a nursing facility
in Bowling Green. ALYENNE BATES was admitted
to Hardin Memorial, Room 424, Monday. DIANE
LEWIS had a biopsy done Wednesday for a thyroid
tumor. ROGE-GE-NEAL SMITH, sister of Diane
Lewis, is in Hardin Memorial, Room 215.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS

Betty Addington J Martin

Neil Burden Tom Morgan
Gavin Calloway Herb Pence
Elonda Crafton Zola Pence
W. C. Davis Marie Rose
Dana Fox Terry Showers

Howard Gardner
Bernard Gillim

Grace Speer
Wilma Stull

Faye Guess Barbara Underwood
Kent Lane Lonnie Underwood
Jim Maples Lawrence Wells
Thank You

| want to thank all of you for keeping me in your
prayers and thoughts. Thanks for all the visits,
cards and flowers. They brightened my days and
made my hospital stay much more pleasurable.
In Christian Love,
Zola Pence

Thank you for your kindness during my recent
hospital stay. The cards, phone calls and visits
were very much appreciated.

Elonda Crafton

Mission News

Dorothy Brothers returns from a Panama mission
trip February 2. Please keep continue to pray for
the success of this trip and for safe travels as she
returns to Etown.

We are again collecting seeds (tomatoes,
cucumbers, cabbage, carrots, beets, beans,
squash, pumpkins, melons, eggplants, peppers,
dill, parsley, radishes, onions) for our brethren at
the Central congregation in Ukraine. Please bring
these to the church office by Wednesday,
February 13.

Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy is expressed to the family of
Lester Sprouls, Shirley Goodin’s brother. Lester
passed away Sunday night after suffering a stroke.
His funeral was held Thursday at the church
building.

Pantry Item of the Week

Week of 2/03/08 Canned Soup

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays

1. John Weaver 11. Stephanie Pack
Monica Bybee 12. Brandon Carter
David Keister 17. Jerad Allen

2. Mayford Spear Jacob McKinney

3. Katy Nash Kim Whobrey

4. Fred Pence 18. Mary Walker

7. Caitlynn Parks 19. Joey Muncy

8. Lani Moss 25. Richard Lawson

10. Dorothy Brothers 26. Janice Hardin

Jaclyn McKinney
Anniversaries
John & Alyenne Bates February 9

Nathan & Shirley Nash February 16

Welcome

The Clack family indicated last Sunday their desire to
identify with the congregation here in Elizabethtown.
Their address is 2550 Kensington Way, Etown, KY
42701. Phone # 763-6510. Please take time to
welcome Larry, Lori, Charlene, Ryan, Samantha, Kyle,
and Sara & Ashlee Sharp to our church family.

UPCOMING EVENTS

FHU LECTURESHIP, February 3-8,
Henderson, TN.

SUPER BOWL PARTY/YOUTH DEVO,
Sunday night, February 3, at the Nowland
home. A sign up sheetis posted on the
bulletin board.

SWEETHEART DINNER, Saturday night,
February 9, in the South Wing. The men are
asked to sign up for two dishes to bring. CSG
#1 will have set up duties, CSG #2 will be in
charge of the night’s activities, and CSG # 3 &
#4 will clean up.

5TH GRADERS & UNDER BOWLING,
Sunday , February 10, at Houston’s Bowling
Lanes at Fort Knox. Cost $2.50 per game and
$1.50 for shoes per person. Plans are to
leave the church building promptly at 2:00.

OUR RECORD FOR
January 27, 2008

Sunday Bible Study 127
Sunday Morning Assembly 204
Sunday Evening Assembly 123
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class 8
Wednesday Bible Study 131

Contribution (Budget -- $5,905) $5,853

Elder/Coordinator for February
Rick Whobrey




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:
Ron Carter 358-5792
Henry McAlister 765-7386
Mike Pence 737-8123
Rick Whobrey 769-9267
Minister:

Ray Pack 982-3460

cell # 723-7564

Secretary:

Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.etowncofc.org

This Week’s Bible Question: When is a neighbor better than
a brother?

Last Week’s Bible Question: What passage speaks of a
message (from nature) which is understood in every tongue?
The correct answer is the declaring of the glory and
handiwork of God, Psalm 19:1. Kay Thomason correctly
answered the question.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please
include the Scripture reference and your name.

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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