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    It is my prayer that all had a 
great Thanksgiving Holiday with 
time spent with family and friends. 
I know Mary and I did. Henry 
McAlister once said to me that 
there is nothing more important 
than family. I agree with that 
assessment. Over the years Dear 

Abby and other similar columns in the secular papers 
have carried articles of lament from those who had 
loved ones to pass away from whom they were 
estranged. The cause of the estrangement was 
sometimes forgotten, oftentimes petty. The lament was 
that the relationship was never healed, and after the 
passing of the other, the opportunity to reconcile is lost. 
     Let us take advantage of such opportunities as this 
holiday season presents to strengthen the family ties 
that bind. 

� � � �  
     Solomon is regarded as the wisest man who ever 
lived. His wisdom for life is found in the books of the 
Bible often called the wisdom literature. One of those 
books is Proverbs. Solomon had a lot to say about the 
family in Proverbs, and I think what he recorded for us 
in Proverbs 15:7 validates the sentiment of the 
importance of family:     
  
 Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 
 Than a fatted calf with hatred. 
 
     The NIV uses the word vegetables for the word 
herbs. The NKJV has the word vegetables in the 
footnotes.  
     During the Thanksgiving Holiday just past, most of 
us enjoyed, not a dinner of vegetables, but a feast of 
turkey, ham, and perhaps some other meat, with all the 
trimmings.  
      But even a humble dinner of vegetables where 
there is love is better than a feast where there is no 
love. All of us can appreciate the truth of what Solomon 
is saying. 
      Which brings me to a somewhat related point. In 
the sermon a week ago Sunday night I stated that 
validation of God’s plan often comes from unexpected 
sources. Sociologists are now coming to understand 
the power and value of a family eating meals together. 
They opine that one thing that would strengthen our 
society by strengthening our families is to take the 
evening meal together. That, they say, is the perfect 
and natural time for familial ties to be strengthen, so 
that when difficult times come the family will survive.  
    Hmm... Again the teaching of scripture proves as 
modern and up to date as the most recent “discoveries’ 
of the social sciences! 

 

Sunday’s Sermons: 
 

A.M. -  I Commend You To God, 
 Acts 20:27-32 
 
P.M. -  You Shall Not Commit Adultery, 
            Leviticus 20:10-13 

    As promised here is the second 
in a series of thoughts comparing 
stock car racing terminology to 
Biblical thoughts. 
 
The Lucky Dog compared 

to  Forgiveness 
 

 
     The term “lucky dog” refers to the driver of the 
racecar that is the first one that has been lapped by the 
leader of the race. During a caution flag that driver is 
allowed to pass the leader back and get his lap back. 
This process puts that driver back on the lead lap as the 
last car. Since the lucky dog rule took effect in 2003 only 
7 drivers have been the recipient and won the race. 
Losing a lap is difficult to overcome. NASCAR 
implemented this rule to attempt to make things 
interesting. The rule essentially forgives the driver from 
something that costs him a spot on the lead lap. 
 
     Now as we think about how God’s forgiveness works 
we can see that God allows us to position ourselves as if 
our sin had never taken place. I look at the word justified 
and can see how it means “just as if I never.” I realize 
that it is not luck that allows this privilege, but rather the 
fact that God loved us. When the first sin took place in 
the garden of Eden God had a plan for saving mankind 
from sin. Look at Genesis 3:15 for starters. From this 
verse of Scripture on, Satan had to be concerned about 
who this person was going to be. Realize that Satan 
may worry, but he will never give up on trying to keep us 
separated from God. God sent Jesus, his Son, to be the 
sacrifice that allows us to have the forgiveness of sin. 
Matthew 26:28 tells us that his blood was shed for many 
for the remission(forgiveness) of sins. We have been 
blessed beyond what we deserve by God. Forgiveness 
is not something we can do for ourselves, it must come 
from God. 

From 
Where I 

Sit 
Michael D. Greene 

Ray’s 
Ramblings  

Ray Pack 



 Folks who read the Caller on a regular basis 
know that I have pointed out repeatedly how many of 
the people who make the movies and television 
programs are no friends of people of faith and 
Christianity in particular. Now at the time when most of 
the Christian world is celebrating the birth of Jesus, the 
anti-Christian bias of Hollywood is on display for all 
thinking folks to see. The timing cannot be an accident. 
 It seems a movie entitled The Golden 
Compass is scheduled for release on December 7th. It 
has some big name stars and is being marketed as a 
movie for children. A visit to the web site for the movie 
validates that statement. The movie has intense 
special effects, children in major roles, witches, 
animals such as ice bears, and much more that 
definitely appeals to the younger set. 
 The movie is based upon one of a set of books  
written for children entitled “His Dark Materials.”  They 
were authored by Philip Pullman of England. 
 Pullman is an avowed atheist. Describing his 
own beliefs he is quoted as having said in an interview 
that appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald: “If we are 
talking on the scale of human life and the things we 
see around us, I’m an atheist. There’s no God here. 
There never was.” 
 One person posted the following comment 
about Pullman on the internet: “He’s an atheist and his 
objective is to bash Christianity and promote atheism. I 
heard he has made remarks that he wants to kill God 
in the minds of children, and that is what his books are 
about.” The web site www.snopes.com, which is 
designed to correct misinformation that is perpetrated 
via the world wide web and other places, states this 
conclusion about Pullman is essentially true.  
 Sandra Miesel co-authored a book entitled 
“Pied Piper of Atheism: Philip Pullman and Children’s 
Fantasy Literature.” Miesel writes: “Pullman is brilliant 
at hiding what he is really saying.”  
 In a recent article that appeared in the 
Elizabethtown paper, The News-Enterprise (from 
which some of the above information comes, MG), the 
author Terry Mattingly wrote ”As a writer, Pullman 
greatly admires Milton’s 17th century “Paradise Lost,” 
with its battles between good and evil to determine 
who will rule heaven. The “His Dark Materials” trilogy 
covers similar territory and tries to turn the tables 
through the triumph of two young adventurers, Lyra 
and Will. The goal is for this couple — a new Adam 
and Eve — to eat forbidden fruit and, this time around, 
destroy God. 
 “Along the way, Pullman serves up clergy who 
kidnap and torture children, visitations from gay 
angels, fickle witches patrolling the skies, a wise 
shaman, warrior polar bears, a brilliant ex-nun and 
plenty of opportunities for children to get in touch with 
their inner ‘daemons,’ the talking animal spirits who 
represent their souls... Meanwhile, evil incarnate has a 
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name in Pullman’s books — the ‘Church.’ ... By the 
end of the trilogy, the ultimate villain has been 
identified as, ’The Authority, God, the Creator, the 
Lord, Yahweh, El, Adonai, the King, the Father, the 
Almighty.” 
 All readers of the Caller will recognize each of 
those as a Biblical designation for the God of the Bible.  
 The moviemakers have about $180 million 
invested in this production and have plans to make two 
more movies based on Pullman’s books. 
 What should be the Christian’s reaction to all 
of this? Perhaps the words of Don Loftis who had the 
following in the bulletin from the Old Hickory, 
Tennessee church are appropriate: 
 

The deceptive part of the movie is 
that it is based on the mildest of the three 
books and has been modified to avoid 
criticism from the casual Christian observer. 
Pullman and his producers are hoping that 
unsuspecting parents will take their children 
to see this exciting movie and that the 
children will want the books for Christmas. 
He openly says that he wants children to 
read the books and to decide against God. 
The movie is merely a gateway into people’s 
homes and children’s heart. 

 While adults may simply dismiss the 
movie as another drama featuring witches 
and armor plated bears, children will be 
shaped by the underlying theme of a godless 
universe. The concepts of church and 
morality are not merely ignored in these 
books, they are challenged as wrong and 
destructive. God is not to be questioned, but 
killed. 

   I would certainly attach the warning 
label, “BEWARE--DANDEROUS MATERIAL” 
to the trailer of this movie. 

 
     — Michael D. Greene 



ROY JOHNSON was released Monday and is now 
recuperating at home.  CAROLYN SHOWERS  is doing 
well following her surgery last week.   W.C. DAVIS was 
admitted to Hardin Memorial, Room 513, Saturday with 
pneumonia.  WILMA STULL underwent  outpatient 
surgery Monday in Louisville.  Further surgery is 
necessary but not scheduled at this time.   
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
Betty Addington   Roy Johnson 
Alyenne Bates   Kent Lane 
Neil Burden   J Martin 
Elonda Crafton                        Tom Morgan 
W.C. Davis   Marie Rose 
Dana Fox   Terry Showers 
Howard & Millie Gardner Grace Speer 
Bernard Gillim   Barbara Underwood 
Faye Guess   Lonnie Underwood 
     
Let us continue to remember the following 
military personnel in our prayers: Dave Fulbright, 
Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin Gardner, Kelly 
Leverett, George Edwards, Joe Betterton, Myles 
Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry Turner, Cameron Ponder, 
Brett Fleming, Mike Chandler, Nathan Blair  
Additional Prayer List: Jan Allen, Delsie Axton, 
Christa Bradley, Grace Brown, Sue Cantrell, Lindsay 
Corman, Betty Davis, Evelyn Davis, Martha Dillow, 
Marie Dennison, Sydney Dover, Ellen Duvall, Sadie 
Gentry, Betty Goheen, Renee Green, Jane Hack, Louie 
Hodge, Wanda Hogan, Rose Johnson, Beulah Lasley, 
Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman 
McClaskey, Lucinda McCune, Terri McDonald, Joe 
Pawley, Ann Peters, Stephen Pitcock, Charles 
Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, Florence Stull, Reiko 
Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor, Juanita Tillery, Andrew 
Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin Weaver, Nora Wilkins, 
Butch Yates 
 
Holiday Schedule 
The church office will be closed Monday, December 
24 & Tuesday, December 25; and Monday, 
December 31 & Tuesday, January 1, 2008. 
The Food Center and Clothing Center will be closed 
December  25  &  January 1. 
There will be no Ladies Bible Class December 18—
January 8.  Class resumes January 15. 
 
Sympathy 
Our sympathy is expressed to Cameron Ponder and 
his family in the death of his grandmother, Eleanor 
Ponder.  Her funeral was held Tuesday in Vine 
Grove. 
 
Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 12/02/07        Boxes/Pkgs. of Rice 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
�  ADULT HOLIDAY PARTY, Saturday night, 
 December 1, 6:00 p.m., in the South Wing.   
 CSG #1 will set up and decorate, CSG #2 will be 
 in charge of activities, and CSG #3 will clean up.  If 
 you would like to participate in a gift exchange, 
 please bring a $5 wrapped gift.  Each person 
 attending is asked to donate $2 toward the 
 purchase of the  meat, and this should be given to 
 Jason or Carrie White. 
�  GET-TOGETHER TO HONOR MIKE & MARY 
 GREENE, Sunday night, December 2, in the South 
 Wing after services.  Please bring soups, 
 sandwiches and desserts. 
�  MONTHLY PHONE CALL to Central brethren 
 in Donetsk, December 9, at  8:30 a.m.  
�  WESTLEY HAZEL and his family from 
 Manchester, TN will be with us Sunday, 
 December 9.  He has expressed an interest in 
 our pulpit minister position. 
�  CHURCH WORKERS WORKSHOP, Monday, 
 December 10, at 10:30 a.m. 
�  SECRET SISTER GET-TOGETHER, Sunday 
 afternoon, December 9, at 4:30 p.m.  
 in the South Wing.  Those ladies involved in 
 Secret Sisters are asked to bring a final gift.  
 If unable to attend, please see that your gift is 
 given to Carrie White. There  will also be an 
 ornament exchange if you would like to 
 participate.  Desserts will be served. 
�  YOUTH HOLIDAY PARTY, Saturday night, 
 December 15, at the home of Ray & Kay 
 Pack.  All food will be provided.  Bring a 
 gender neutral gift costing $10 or less. 
�  BABY SHOWER for Nickie Calloway, Sunday 
 afternoon, December 16, at  2 p.m. in the 
 South Wing.  Nickie & Daniel are expecting a 
 baby boy in January, and they are registered 
 at Target. 
 
 
 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
November 25, 2007 

 
Sunday Bible Study                                            124 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                 193 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                 112 
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class                                   9 
Wednesday Bible Study                                     125 
Contribution (Budget -- $5,885)                     $5,958 
 
                    Elder/Coordinator for December 

Henry McAlister 
 

News and Notes 



 

Elizabethtown Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 652 
1211 N. Dixie Ave. 
Elizabethtown, KY   42701 
 
Church Office: 765-6446 
Fax # 737-0491 
 
Elders:  
      Ron Carter      358-5792 
     Dennis Hogan     234-0705 
 Henry McAlister 765-7386 
 Mike Pence 737-8123 
 Rick Whobrey 769-9267 
 
Ministers: 
 Michael D. Greene 862-9971 
� � cell # 735-6908�
 Ray Pack 982-3460 
� � cell # 723-7564�
Secretary: 
 Kim Whobrey 769-9267 
 
Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org 
�

Visit us on the World Wide Web: 
www.etowncofc.org 
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Dec. 1— Adult Holiday Party 
Dec. 2 — Soup/Sandwiches  
Dec. 9 — Donetsk Phone Call 
Dec. 9 — Secret Sisters Get-together 
Dec. 10 — Church Workers Workshop 
Dec. 15 — Youth Holiday Party 
Dec. 16 — Calloway Baby Shower 
Dec. 21 — Youth Lock-In 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Week  45 
1.  Proverbs 12, 13; Galatians 4:21-5:9 
2.  Proverbs 14, 15; Galatians 5:10-26  
3.  Proverbs 16, 17; Galatians 6  
4.  Proverbs 18, 19; Ephesians 1:1-14  
5.  Proverbs 20-22:16; Ephesians 1:15-2:10  
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This Week’s Bible Question:  What prophet  describes “ hilltop 
idolatry”  in the shade of three kinds of trees? 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question: What kind of person is 
specifically pointed out in the Bible as not yet knowing as 
much as he should, but  not being aware of his lack of 
knowledge?  The correct answer is the man who thinks he 
knows, 1 Corinthians 8:1-2.  Kay Thomason, Edna Ashlock, 
Mary Walker and Betty Bray correctly answered the question.    
 
Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box 
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your 
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit # 118 
Elizabethtown, KY  42701 


