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In a few days we will be
FrOm observing Thanksgiving. The
Where | Thanksgiving holiday is not a
] religious holiday. It has its roots in
S|t the harvest celebration by the
Pilgrims in Plymouth,

Michael D. Greene Massachusetts in 1621. In the late

1700’s and early 1800’s Congress
and several Presidents including Washington, Adams,
and Madison issued Thanksgiving Proclamations.

Here is President George Washington’s
Thanksgiving Proclamation issued in 1789. "Now
therefore | do recommend and assign Thursday the
26th day of November next to be devoted by the
People of these States to the service of that great and
glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the
good that was, that is, or that will be—That we may
then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and
humble thanks—for his kind care and protection of the
People of this Country...for the signal and manifold
mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his
Providence which we experienced in the tranquility,
union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed...and
also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our
prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler
of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and
other transgressions—to enable us all, whether in
public or private stations, to perform our several and
relative duties properly and punctually...To promote the
knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and
the increase of science among them and us—and
generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of
temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best."

There were no more thanksgiving proclamations
until President Lincoln issued two during the Civil War.
One of those proclamations declared the last Thursday
in November as a “prayerful day of thanksgiving.”
Thanksgiving thus became a national holiday. Since
Lincoln, every President has made a national
Thanksgiving Proclamation. President Franklin
Roosevelt set the day of the Thanksgiving holiday as
the fourth Thursday of November in 1939. And so it
has been since that time.

Two observations. First, we as Christians ought to
be thankful. | am glad that our nation still sees the need
to recognize our reliance on the Creator who has so
richly blessed us. Let us then give serious
consideration over the next few days to “prayerful
thanksgiving.” Secondly, if one examines our history,
he gets the sense that our Founding Fathers would be
very disturbed at the current attempt to ban God from
public discourse or view. They knew the God of the
Bible ruled in the course of nature and the life nations. |
pray that our leaders can recapture that sense.
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(A letter from the Central brethren
in Donetsk, Ukraine)

Ray’s

Ramblings

Ray Pack Greetings, dear Brothers and

Sisters!

Christian greetings to you
from Central church of Christ in Donetsk. We have read
and discussed the letter that you wrote to us. We would
like to express our great appreciation to you for your
love, financial and spiritual support that you've given us
for so many years. Many realize that the time has come
when we have to become independent. It is no good to
be dependent for so many years because it slows down
spiritual growth of both congregation and individual
Christians. We hope that this situation won't affect the
atmosphere in the congregation and the numbers won'’t
go down but on the the contrary, we’ll continue growing
with God’s help. We won't get together with the
congregation that you mention at this point but will try to
solve our problems ourselves trusting God. We also
hope that this financial issue won't interfere with our
further communication. We continue praying for your
prosperity and well-being so that you could continue
missionary work in those places where there’s no church
of Christ. Indeed, it was thanks to your work that we first
heard the Word of God and there are a lot of people who
need that. God willing, there will come a time when we’'ll
do our own missionary work.

Again, big thanks to all Christians of your
congregation for helping us grow in love, in God’s Word
and in our ministry to God. We remember our meetings,
our phone calls, your care and kindness and your
prayers for us. And we hope that you'll keep in mind
only good memories of us.

With love and thanks,

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Central church of Christ, Donetsk

October 30, 2007

Sunday’s Sermons:

A.M. - Things | am Thankful For
Luke 17:11-19

P.M. - Honor Your Father and Your Mother
Exodus 20:12




In a few days many people will observe
Thanksgiving Day. Holiday traditions will abound as
families gather together for the traditional big meal and
fellowship. These activities follow traditions that began in
the days of the pilgrims. They gathered together to thank
God for another year and the good harvest.

But | am saddened by the attitude of most people
toward the concept of thanksgiving, not the day or season,
but the simple attitude of heart and mind and the giving of
thanks. | suppose it is good to stop and give thanks on
Thanksgiving Day as it is on any other day. But all too
many have no idea of what place being thankful has in
every day life. Thanksgiving is not a day nor a time of year.

To the Christian thanksgiving is more a way of life. Jonathan Swift said, "He that calls a man
ungrateful sums up all the evil that a man can be guilty of." In two of the Bible® lists of sins, ingratitude
takes its infamous place along with idolatry, sexual perversions, blasphemy, covetousness, and other
such sins (Romans 1 :21; Il Timothy 3: 2) .

There is an incident in the life of Jesus that gives a look at the sins of ingratitude and Jesus©
attitude toward it. In Luke 17:11-19, ten lepers, in a loud voice, pleaded with Jesus for mercy. Jesus
sent them to the priests and as they went on their way they were healed. One of them, a Samaritan,
turned back and in a similar loud voice glorified God by giving thanks. The response of Jesus reflects
disappointment and disdain: "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? And he said unto
him (the Samaritan), Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole."

By this response he condemned the nine Jews who had failed to be thankful. How often it is
that Christians are likewise unthankful for all the great blessings we have received? No doubt Jesus is
as disappointed and saddened by ingratitude in Christians as he was in these nine ungrateful Jews.

The Bible enjoins upon us the giving of thanks (Ephesians 5:4,20; Colossians 3: 15). Are we no
better than the nine if we don@ Many are thankful but are only thankful in a vague way to chance or
"fate" or some abstract being. We ought to be thankful to God and address our prayers of thanksgiving
to Him through the intercession of Jesus (Romans 1:8; Colossians 3:17; Ephesians 5:20; Hebrews
4:13-16).

Let us give thanks for all our blessings such as our health, prosperity, life itself, and all the
many spiritual, blessings, for all good things come from God our Father (James 1: 17). Paul sums it up
by saying, "In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you" (I
Thessalonians 5:18).

One closing observation needs to be made. The holiday of Thanksgiving, as many other
holidays (such as Christmas Day, Memorial Day, Easter, etc.) are traditional and originated in the
hearts and minds of men. These are not religious holidays to be observed in a religious way or with
special services or functions of the Lord® church. The New Testament gives neither example,
command, or precept for such observations. We are bound to observe only the Lord® day. Observe
Thanksgiving Day and all holidays as human traditions and not as religious holidays. Remember that
for the child of God, thanksgiving is not a day or time of year, but a way of life.

-Mike Greene-




News and Notes

ROY JOHNSON underwent hip replacement
surgery Monday at Norton's Pavillion in Louisville.
and he hoped to be released Thursday.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS
Betty Addington Roy Johnson

Alyenne Bates J Martin

Neil Burden Tom Morgan
Elonda Crafton Marie Rose
W.C. Davis Terry Showers

Howard & Millie Gardner
Bernard Gillim
Faye Guess

Grace Speer
Barbara Underwood
Lonnie Underwood

Let us continue to remember the following
military personnel in our prayers: Dave
Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin
Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards, Joe
Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry Turner,
Cameron Ponder, Brett Fleming, Mike Chandler,
Nathan Blair

Additional Prayer List: Jan Allen, Delsie Axton,
Christa Bradley, Grace Brown, Sue Cantrell, Lindsay
Corman, Betty Davis, Evelyn Davis, Martha Dillow,
Sydney Dover, Ellen Duvall, Sadie Gentry, Betty
Goheen, Renee Green, Jane Hack, Louie Hodge,
Wanda Hogan, Rose Johnson, Beulah Lasley,
Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman
McClaskey, Lucinda McCune, Terri McDonald, Phil
Noltemeyer, Joe Pawley, Ann Peters, Stephen
Pitcock, Charles Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter,
Florence Stull, Reiko Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor,
Juanita Tillery, Andrew Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin
Weaver, Nora Wilkins, Butch Yates

Thank you
To our brothers and sisters in Christ,
We want to thank you for your love and concern
for us. We appreciate your prayers, cards, food,
calls and visits. The beautiful flowers and gifts
brought cheer to me during an unpleasant time.
In Christian Love,
Charline and Willis Rich

The K-5th Grade Bible Bowl participants would like
to extend a special “thanks” to Allen Woodring for
building and installing mounting supports to
showcase the plaques awarded to our youth group
for their efforts in the Madisonville Bible Bowl. The
plagues are mounted in the 2nd/3rd grade and
4th/5th grade classrooms. Thank you, Allen!

Pantry Item of the Week

Week of 11/18/07 Canned soup

UPCOMING EVENTS

ATTENTION 5TH GRADERS & UNDER:
Family Fun and Game Night, Saturday,
November 17, in the South Wing. Please
bring your favorite games and finger foods
and join in the fun. Plans are to eat at 5:00
p.m. and then play games.

YOUTH DEVOTIONAL, Sunday night,
November 18, hosted by Mike & Mary
Greene.

SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon,
November 25, at 3:00 p.m.

ADULT HOLIDAY PARTY, Saturday night,
December 1, 6:00 p.m., in the South Wing.
CSG #1 will be responsible for set up and
decorations, CSG #2 will be in charge of
activities planned, and CSG #3 will have clean
up duty. If you would like to participate in a
gift exchange, please bring a $5 wrapped gift.
A sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board
for food items to bring for the planned menu,
and each person attending is asked to donate
$2 toward the purchase of the meat. This
needs to be given to Jason or Carrie White by
November 28.

MONTHLY PHONE CALL to Central brethren
in Donetsk, December 9, at 8:30 a.m.
SECRET SISTER GET-TOGETHER, Sunday
afternoon, December 9, at 4:30 p.m. in the
South Wing. Those ladies involved in Secret
Sisters are asked to bring a final gift. (Senior
Secret Sisters will be revealed in April 2008.)
If unable to attend, please see that your gift is
given to Carrie White. There will be an
ornament exchange also if you would like to
participate. Desserts will be served.

BABY SHOWER for Nickie Calloway, Sunday
afternoon, December 16, at 2 p.m. in the
South Wing. Nickie & Daniel are expecting a
baby boy in January, and they are registered
at Target.

OUR RECORD FOR
November 11, 2007

Sunday Bible Study 130
Sunday Morning Assembly 195
Sunday Evening Assembly 115
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class 12
Wednesday Bible Study 124

Contribution (Budget -- $5,885) $6,206

Elder/Coordinator for November
Dennis Hogan




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:
Ron Carter 358-5792
Dennis Hogan 234-0705
Henry McAlister 765-7386
Mike Pence 737-8123
Rick Whobrey 769-9267
Ministers:
Michael D. Greene 862-9971
cell # 735-6908
Ray Pack 982-3460
cell # 723-7564
Secretary:
Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.etowncofc.org

This Week’s Bible Question: A man of God was mistakenly
misidentified as an Egyptian who led a huge gang of
murderers. Who is he, and what is the reference?

Last Week’s Bible Question: Of whom is it said that he drove
furiously? The correct answer is Jehu, 2 Kings 9:20. Mary
Greene, Edna Ashlock, Mary Walker, Betty Bray, Martha Cato,
Bloria Taylor, Joyce Pack, and Kay Thomason correctly answered
the question.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please
include the Scripture reference and your name.
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Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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