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(Mike is away conducting a  
gospel meeting this week in 
Tifton, GA. He will return home 
before many of you receive this 
mailing. Ray will be picking him up 
at the airport Thursday morning.) 
 
 

Does baptism mean that a man must dip 
himself in water? 

Kevin Cauley 
 
 
The original question asked is in parenthesis. 
 
(Does baptism mean that a man must dip himself in 
water? I personally don't think so. Jesus talked about 
his crucifixion as baptism. Why did Jesus become 
baptized by John?) 
 
     The word "baptize" is a transliteration of the Greek 
word "BAPTIZO" and literally means to dip, plunge, 
submerge, or immerse. The word has no reference to 
that into which the object is immersed. Context alone 
answers that question. Hence, one may be immersed 
in sufferings, water, the Holy Spirit, or some other 
overwhelming thing. 
 
     I would like for you to note, however, that Jesus 
commanded his disciples to make other disciples by 
baptizing them (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, 16). 
That command can only be fulfilled by being baptized 
in water. We notice from Romans 6:1-10 that baptism 
involves a burial. In order to be baptized with Christian 
baptism, one must be buried in something. When we 
turn to the pages of Acts 8:26-38 we learn that 
Christian baptism was baptism in water. 
 
     Jesus was baptized by John to "fulfill all 
righteousness" according to Matthew 3:15. However, 
Jesus was sinless and did not need to be baptized by 
John for the remission of sins (Mark 1:4). Today, one 
can only become a disciple of Jesus and a Christian by 
obeying the words of Jesus and being baptized  
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, 16). It is in baptism 
that we are promised remission of sins (Acts 2:38) and 
forgiveness (Col. 2:11-13). 
 
     To be a Christian and saved, we must be baptized   
(1 Peter 3:21). 

 

Sunday’s Sermons: 
 

A.M. -  Some Thoughts on Baptism 
 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 
P.M. -  Remember the Sabbath Day 
 Exodus 20:8-11 

     As promised I have written 
about one of the comparisons of 
stock car racing to spiritual living. 
A brief article located on page 2 of 
this bulletin deals with the topic of 
the class I  taught at the Ethridge 
Youth Rally.  I will in future 
bulletins have other brief articles 

about other topics that were covered during the 
weekend. Below are the comparisons that were covered 
in each of the keynote sessions and in the class periods. 
Listed first is the racing way. Listed below that is the 
spiritual application. 
 
Chase for the Cup - The ultimate prize in racing 
Chase for the Crown - The ultimate prize for Christians 
 
Pole Position - The best place to start a race 
Pole Position - Christian life 
 
Drafting - Art of using other cars to go faster 
Drafting - Following examples 
 
Caution Flag - Used to signify a danger on the track 
Caution Flag - Trials and temptations of this life 
 
Lucky Dog - A free pass to the driver who is one lap 
 behind the leader. The driver is able to be 
 placed back on the lead lap. 
Lucky Dog - God’s forgiveness 
 
Crash - What ruins a drivers day 
Crash - Surviving setbacks 
 
Pit Stops - Used to change tires and make adjustments 
 to make the racecar more competitive 
Pit Stops - Making changes in our life to make the 
 journey to heaven smoother 
 
Spectators / Sponsors - Supply funds to race and 
 encouragement 
Spectators / Sponsors - Give encouragement and assist 
 us on the journey to heaven 
 
Winner’s Circle - Where the winner celebrates 
Winner’s Circle - Heaven 

From 
Where I 

Sit 
Michael D. Greene 

Ray’s 
Ramblings  

Ray Pack 



     In the days that I have watched racing in person or on television I have been amazed that some drivers are 
not fatally injured after seeing the results of a crash. After doing some careful research about the safety rules of 
the sport I understand why this is true. Racing is always dangerous, but by implementing safety procedures it 
becomes much safer. This is also true as we journey down the turbulent road of life. If we will put in place the 
safety procedures that we read in the scripture we can be safe from eternal punishment. Consider three things 
from racing and the spiritual application we can make. 
 

     In racing the starting point of safety is the roll cage or frame of the car. 
This frame is constructed from tubular or box steel. The roll cage 
completely surrounds the driver. It is reinforced in critical areas to ensure 
maximum protection for the driver. Our spiritual frame is faith that leads to 
obedience. Faith’s starting point is solid Bible study skills. These skills 
must be implemented first in the home and solidified in the Bible class and 
worship services. A deep, well rounded faith will allow us to overcome the 
potholes and trials of this life. We will not be swayed by the opinions and 
temptations of friends who want us to do wrong. We will be able to 
determine the TV programs and movies that will lead us astray. We must 
do as Paul encouraged in Philippians 4:8, to think on good, honest and 
just things. A poor foundation is sure to result in failure. 
 

 
     Racing teams also spend large sums of money on the body of the car. 
Over many years they have figured out that the way a body is hung on the 
frame can be the difference between winning and losing a race. What may 
seem as insignificant to us is a major issue to a race team. A body panel 
that is not precisely in the right place creates problems in the performance 
of the race car. Spiritually speaking we must have the same passion for 
living the Christian life. We must know who we are and understand the 
benefits of Christian living. We are a child of God, free from condemnation 
and joint-heirs of the kingdom of heaven. We can further develop the faith 
we have by having this passion for Christian living. We build it through 
study and application. We also build this passion by worshipping God. 
Remembering what may seem insignificant to us can be a major issue with 
God. We worship God because he desires us to and because he deserves it. Remember the words of the 
Psalmist in Psalm 29:1-2, 
 

“Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength. Give unto the LORD the glory due 
unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” 

 
     Finally, the engine of the car. Without the engine, the best built racecar 
would just look nice. It would go nowhere, never win a race. What about in 
the spiritual sense? A Christian may have the best of Bible knowledge and it 
does them no good until application is made. Our spiritual engine is 
determined by our priorities. Life offers all kinds of choices for us. Our 
choices impact our destiny. We must never lose sight of the goal before us. 
As you see in the title we are involved in the “Chase for the Crown.” Living a 
Christian life requires a 24 hour day, seven days per week. Examine 
Matthew 6:33 about priorities. 
 
     Spiritual Maintenance is a work in progress. We must grow daily as we 
journey along life's pathway.  

 
Ray Pack 
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ROY JOHNSON will undergo hip replacement 
surgery November 12 at Norton’s Pavillion in 
Louisville.  WANDA HOGAN, Dennis Hogan’s 
mother, will have back surgery November 21 in 
Tennessee.  EVELYN DAVIS, Susan Kulbacki’s 
mother, fell and broke her hip and has been in the 
nursing home for rehab.  She has now returned to 
recuperate at her home in New Hampshire.   
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
Betty Addington  Roy Johnson 
Alyenne Bates   J Martin 
Neil Burden   Tom Morgan 
Elonda Crafton                       Charline Rich                    
W.C. Davis   Marie Rose 
Howard & Millie Gardner Terry Showers 
Bernard Gillim   Grace Speer 
Faye Guess   Barbara Underwood 
Mary Ann Hardesty  Lonnie Underwood 
       
Let us continue to remember the following 
military personnel in our prayers: Dave 
Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin 
Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards, Joe 
Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry 
Turner, Cameron Ponder, Brett Fleming, Mike 
Chandler, Nathan Blair  
Additional Prayer List: Jan Allen, Delsie Axton, 
Christa Bradley, Grace Brown, Sue Cantrell, 
Lindsay Corman, Betty Davis, Martha Dillow, 
Sydney Dover, Ellen Duvall, Sadie Gentry, Betty 
Goheen, Renee Green, Jane Hack, Louie Hodge, 
Rose Johnson, Beulah Lasley, Michelle Lawson, 
Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman McClaskey, 
Lucinda McCune, Terri McDonald, Phil 
Noltemeyer, Joe Pawley, Ann Peters, Stephen 
Pitcock, Charles Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, 
Florence Stull, Reiko Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor, 
Juanita Tillery, Andrew Verble, Laura Walker, 
Kevin Weaver, Nora Wilkins, Butch Yates 
 
 

Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 11/11/07         Canned soup 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
�  CHURCH WORKERS WORKSHOP, Monday, 
 November 12, at 10:30 a.m. at the building. 
�  ATTENTION 5TH GRADERS & UNDER:  
 There will be a Family Fun and Game Night 
 on Saturday, November 17, at the church 
 building in the South Wing.  Please bring your 
 favorite games and your favorite finger foods 
 and join in the fun.  We will eat at 5:00 p.m. 
 and then play games.  If you have any 
 questions, please ask Ken or Monica Bybee. 
�  YOUTH DEVOTIONAL, Sunday night, 
 November 18, hosted by Mike & Mary 
 Greene. 
�  SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon, 
 November 25, at  3:00 p.m. 
�  ADULT HOLIDAY PARTY, Saturday night, 
 December 1, in the South Wing.   More 
 details will be in next week’s bulletin.     
 �  MONTHLY PHONE CALL to Central brethren 
 in Donetsk, Sunday morning, December 9, at 
 8:30 a.m.   
 
New Address 
Marvin & Mary Ann Hardesty 
202 S. Greensburg Street 
Hodgenville, KY  42748 
 
Budget Report 
The elders and deacons are planning the 2008 
budget at this time, and Wayne McClaskey is 
compiling figures.  A report to the congregation will be 
presented in the near future.  If you have any 
questions about any of the programs of work, please 
speak to one of the Elders or the deacon assigned to 
that program. 
 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
November 4, 2007 

 
Sunday Bible Study                                            141 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                 201 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                 120 
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class                                 13 
Wednesday Bible Study                                     107 
Contribution (Budget -- $5,885)                     $5,567 
 
                    Elder/Coordinator for November 

Dennis Hogan 
 

News and Notes 

 

BENEVOLENT CENTER UPDATE 
October 2007 

 
Food Center  163 families served 
Clothing Center  78 families served 
 

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE UPDATE 
October 2007 

 
Courses graded  512 
New enrollees     63 
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Nov. 12 — Church Workers Workshop 
Nov. 17 — 5th Grad & Under Get-together 
Nov. 18 — Youth Devo, Greenes 
Nov. 25 — Singing at Atria 
Dec. 1— Adult Holiday Party 
Dec. 9 — Donetsk Phone Call 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Week  42 
1.  Psalms 113-117; Romans 9:1-29 
2.  Psalms  118-119:40; Romans 9:30-10  
3.  Psalms 119:41-112; Romans 11:1-10  
4.  Psalms 119:113-176; Romans 11:11-36  
5.  Psalms 120-127; Romans 12  

� �� �� � � � � 	 
 �� � �
�
�

This Week’s Bible Question:  Of whom is it said that he  drove 
furiously? 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question: What ex-prisoner told a nation’s 
ruler that God would give him an “ answer of peace’?  The 
correct  answer is Joseph, Genesis 41:14-16.  Mary Greene, 
Edna Ashlock, Kay Pack, Mary Walker, Betty Bray, Martha Cato, 
Joyce Pack, Bloria Taylor,  and Kay Thomason correctly answered 
the question.    
 
Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box 
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your 
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 
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