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Time is filled with swift transition-
From Naught of earth unmoved can
Where | [stand-

Build your hopes on things

Sit eternal,

- Hold to God’s unchanging hand.
Michael D. Greene When Mary and | were back in

Columbia, Tennessee recently,
we were asked by more than one person if we had
been through the little community of Spring Hill just
north of Columbia and seen all the changes and the
way it had grown. We had. It really had changed. It
simply did not look like the same sleepy little
community we had known. Home Depot, Lowe’s, and
several other stores are now open and more on the
way. Houses going up everywhere. And all this in four
short years. As | drive through the city of
Elizabethtown, | see many changes since we came
here four years ago. Surely, time is filled with swift
transition.

Someone once said that the only thing that is
constant is change. | can see why someone would say
such a thing if their perspective is limited to the
horizontal. By that | mean if their outlook only sees
what is of this world.

But if one’s perspective includes what lies beyond
this world, if it includes a vertical perspective, there are
some things that are never changing. The writer of the
book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). The God
we serve is a never changing God. We worship the
same God that was worshipped in the Garden of Eden,
the same God who spoke to Moses from the burning
bush, the same God who spoke through the prophets,
the same God who was made manifest in the flesh
when Jesus was born of a virgin in the little village of
Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago.

Again, while we were in Columbia, we visited some
very dear friends who are older and whose health is in
decline. They were long time members of the North
View church where we worked for many years. One of
the comments made to us was something along the
lines of “There are so many new people at North View,
it just isn’t the same church anymore.” By that they did
not mean there was a different doctrine being
preached, but that the people who make up the
congregation are different. Indeed, there were many
new faces for us to meet. And so it is with churches.
Folks come and stay a while and then move on. But we
remember that our commitment is not to a particular
congregation, or to a person, or to a preacher. lItis to
the Lord, and He is unchanging. We can anchor our life
in Him knowing that He will never change. Yes, time is
filled with swift transition. In those times we need to
hold to God’s unchanging hand.

. What a tremendous
Ray S weekend!!!! Last Friday, 11 from
. Etown traveled to Ethridge, TN for
Ramb“ngs their annual youth rally. | had
Ray Pack heard of this event several years
ago, but we just never seemed to
find a way to attend. This year
while at Horizon’s | had the
privilege to be a counselor. Each counselor was
assigned to help and work with eight young men.
Several of the young men | worked with were from
Ethridge, and they asked me to bring our young folks to
their youth rally. It was well worth the trip.

Sunday morning Mike’s lesson dealt with how the
writers of the Bible used everyday things to make
Spiritual applications. This was exactly what the folks at
Ethridge did. They used stock car racing terminology
and made Spiritual applications. Over the next several
weeks | will make those parallels in my weekly column.

Sunday’s Sermons:

A.M. - As Simple As...
Matthew 11:28-30

P.M. - Standing on the Promises
2 Peter 1:2-4




For who has despised
the day of small things ?
Zechariah 4:10

As one travels south on Colorado
state route 149 just past a small town named
Lake City, there is a place to pull off and
admire the beautiful panorama that opens up
before and below. As you look down from
near the top of a mountain, there is a vast
valley below. In that valley are a couple of
clear mountain lakes. Those lakes are known
as the Rio Grande Reservoir.

According to the information posted there, the mountain snows and rains fill the Reservoir. At the south
end of the reservoir a small stream exits and flows southward. One could easily step across that stream. To
those of us who grew up in the south we would not call it a river, we would call it a creek. But that stream is the
Rio Grande River. Several hundred miles away the then mighty river defines an international border between the
United States and Mexico and finally ends its course as it flows into the Gulf of Mexico.

When one thinks of how such a small stream of water can become a mighty river he is reminded of how
often great things grow from small beginnings. We should not, to use the prophets words, despise the day of
small things.

Remember that Jesus told two parables that emphasized the value of small beginnings:

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed , which a man took and sowed in his field, 32
which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches." Matthew 13:31-32

"The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal
till it was all leavened." Matthew 13:33

When He was in the area of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus made a profound promise to build His church
(Matthew 16:18). That church would truly change the world. But He was crucified, resurrected, and ascended to
heaven with the promise unfulfilled. When he left this world he left the establishment and early growth of that
church in the hands of eleven men. Just eleven men, charged with an awesome task.

We now know the rest of the story. That church was established and it did change the world. From small
beginnings great things can come. Someone has noted that a journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.
A majestic oak from a small acorn grows. A mighty river begins with a few snowflakes or raindrops. But what is
the point of it all?

Our efforts on behalf of the Lord may seem small. But He can take those small beginnings and make
great things of it. When | first went to Freeport in the Bahamas many years ago, there were but a handful of folks
meeting. But in time a healthy, self-supporting congregation of 150 plus was grown. It took a while, but we can
look back and marvel at what has come from such humble beginnings.

The challenge for us may not be to do great things immediately, but to make that small beginning. To
plant that mustard seed of faith in the heart of another, or nurture that seedling in our own life that another has
produced. Remember great things often grow from small beginnings.

—Michael D. Greene




News and Notes

MARY ANN HARDESTY underwent surgery
Wednesday at Jewish Hospital South to remove a
cyst on her foot.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS
Betty Addington Roy Johnson

Alyenne Bates J Martin

Neil Burden Tom Morgan
Elonda Crafton Charline Rich
W.C. Davis Marie Rose

Howard & Millie Gardner
Bernard Gillim
Faye Guess

Terry Showers
Grace Speer
Barbara Underwood
Lonnie Underwood

Let us continue to remember the following
military personnel in our prayers: Dave
Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin
Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards, Joe
Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry Turner,
Cameron Ponder, Brett Fleming, Mike Chandler,
Nathan Blair

Additional Prayer List: Jan Allen, Delsie Axton,
Christa Bradley, Grace Brown, Sue Cantrell, Louise
Clymer, Michael Clymer, Lindsay Corman, Betty
Davis, Martha Dillow, Sydney Dover, Ellen Duvall,
Sadie Gentry, Betty Goheen, Renee Green, Jane
Hack, Louie Hodge, Rose Johnson, Beulah Lasley,
Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman
McClaskey, Lucinda McCune, Terri McDonald, Phil
Noltemeyer, Joe Pawley, Ann Peters, Stephen
Pitcock, Charles Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter,
Florence Stull, Reiko Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor,
Juanita Tillery, Andrew Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin
Weaver, Butch Yates

Sympathy

We express our deepest sympathy to Claudia
Woodring and her family in the death of her father,
Gil Berry, who passed away Wednesday morning.
His funeral will be held in Florida.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone for your prayers, calls,
cards and gifts during my recovery from tonsil and
adenoid surgery. Thank you!

Braden Bybee

To our loving church family,
Thank you so much for the food, flowers, visits
cards and prayers following the death of Mom.
Your love and kindness have meant so much to
us.

J & Patsy Martin & the Family of Doris Martin

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays

1. Lawrence Wells 15. Howard Pence
Caroline Pence 17. Luke Gattis

3. Jon Walker 19. Nancy Lane

7. Sue Pence Nellie Hart

8. Betty Bray 24. Mayahna Lackey
Samuel White 26. Carrie White

9. Rick Whobrey 27. Pansy Sells
Olivia Ball Brandt Pawley

11. Patsy Pence 28. Wayne McClaskey

13. Terry Turner 29. Carolyn Burden

15. Ella Mae McClaskey

Anniversaries

Danny & Amy McClaskey November 1

November 11
November 18
November 22
November 23
November 24

Howard & Teanie Pence
Mickey & Susan Gattis
Bernard & Charlotte Gillim
Ronnie & Linda Carter
Rick & Kim Whobrey

Week of 11/04/07

Pantry Item of the Week
Canned soup

UPCOMING EVENTS

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS,
November 4.

MONTHLY PHONE CALL to the Central
brethren in Donetsk, Ukraine, Sunday
morning, November 4, at 8:30 a.m.
LADIES RETREAT, November 9-10 at White
Mills Camp with Betty Jo Douglas from
Holladay, Tennessee. Her topic will be
“Teach Me Lord...” An information packet is
in the lobby. Registration fee of $25 can be
given to Mary Greene, Kim Whobrey or Mary
Woodring.

ADULT HOLIDAY PARTY, Saturday night,
December 1, in the South Wing.

OUR RECORD FOR
October 28, 2007

Sunday Bible Study 129
Sunday Morning Assembly 180
Sunday Evening Assembly 147
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class 12
Wednesday Bible Study 114

Contribution (Budget -- $5,885) $6,476

Elder/Coordinator for November
Dennis Hogan




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:
Ron Carter 358-5792
Dennis Hogan 234-0705
Henry McAlister 765-7386
Mike Pence 737-8123
Rick Whobrey 769-9267
Ministers:
Michael D. Greene 862-9971
cell # 735-6908
Ray Pack 982-3460
cell # 723-7564
Secretary:
Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.etowncofc.org

This Week’s Bible Question: What ex-prisoner told a nation’s
ruler that God would give him an “answer of peace’?

Last Week’s Bible Question: What man asked who was
talking to him, and was told that it was a secret? The correct
answer is Manoah (Samson’s father), Judges 13:15-21. Mary
Greene, Edna Ashlock, Kay Pack, Mary Walker, Betty Bray,
Bloria Taylor, Martha Cato, Joyce Pack and Kay Thomason
correctly answered the question.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please
include the Scripture reference and your name.

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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