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     We were saddened to learn of 
the death of our sister Doris 
Martin. Sister Martin had been in 
the nursing home as long as I 
have been at Etown, but she had 
been a very active member of this 
congregation for many years. She 
was 98 years old. I have been 

told by several of the positive impressions and impact 
she had on their lives. Let’s remember the Martin 
family in our prayers. 
 
Think About It:  
 In one of Moses’ speeches given to the people of 
Israel as they are about to go into the Promised land, 
he gives this admonition: 
 

“You shall not have in your bag differing weights, 
a heavy and a light. You shall not have in your 
house differing measures, a large and a small. 
You shall have a perfect and just weight, a 
perfect and just measure, that your days may be 
lengthened in the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you. For all who do such things, all 
who behave unrighteously...”  
(Deuteronomy 25:13-16) 

 
 Having differing weights, which would be used on a 
balance scale, and measures would serve only one 
purpose; to defraud others. For example, if you were 
buying something by weight you would use the large 
weight. If you were selling, you would use the small 
weight on the scale. That would unjustly assure your 
advantage. One of the Ten Commandments clearly 
stated: “You shall not covet.” Another said “You shall 
not steal.” To use differing weights and measures 
violated the principle contained in both of these 
commandments. To use these differing weights and 
measures  is to behave unrighteously.  
 God has always been concerned that we deal 
justly and righteously with our fellowman. It is no 
different for the Christian. Not only are we not to steal 
or covet (Ephesians 4:28, Romans 13:9) but we are to 
love our neighbor as ourselves and treat others as we 
wish to be treated. 
That pretty well 
eliminates having 
differing weights and 
measures for the 
Christian, doesn’t it? 
Let us do as God 
instructs and in so 
doing, behave 
righteously. 
  

 

Sunday’s Sermons: 
 

A.M. -  The Devil Goes Fishing 
 Ecclesiastes 9:11-12 
 
P.M. -  It is Well With My Soul 
 3 John 1:1-4 

Fall Gospel 
Meeting 

 
 

September 21 - 23, 2007 
 

Speaker: Mel Futrell 
Minister of Shades Mountain Church of Christ 

Birmingham, Alabama 
 

Mel’s Lessons 
 

Friday Evening 
Are We Wrong? 

 
Saturday Evening 

The Effective Christian 
 

Sunday Bible Study 
Things to Remember as We Study 

 
Sunday AM Worship 

For What Will This Church Be Known 
 

Sunday PM Worship 
Why I Want to Go to Heaven 

 

Schedule of Services 
Friday Evening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 PM 
Saturday Evening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM 

 
For more information or directions to our building please 

call (270) 765-6446. 
 

Mel will also speak at the monthly Youth Devotional 
Sunday night, September 23,  

at the home of Dennis & Peggy Hogan. 

From 
Where I 

Sit 
Michael D. Greene 



 

“The Old is Better” 
 In 1939, John Steinbeck wrote his Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel The Grapes of Wrath. One writer analyzed 
the novel as follows: 
 

Set during the Great Depression, the novel 
focuses on a poor family of sharecroppers, the 
Joads, driven from their home by drought, 
economic hardship, and changes in the 
agriculture industry. In a nearly hopeless situation, 
they set out for California along with thousands of 
other "Okies" in search of land, jobs, and dignity. 
The novel is meant to emphasize the need for 
cooperative, as opposed to individualistic, 
solutions to social problems brought about by the 
mechanization of agriculture and the Dust Bowl 
drought. 

 
 In that book Steinbeck called US Route 66, the 
highway that took most of those Okies to the promised 
land of California, “the mother road.” It ran from Chicago, 
Illinois to Los Angeles, California. For those of us who 
grew up in the 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s Route 66 still has a 
sense of magic and attraction.  
 Most of Route 66 no longer exists having been 
replaced by interstates. However, some sections of the 
historic road still exist. These are promoted to tourists and 
have some interesting attractions and places to visit. The 
longest such section runs for about 100 miles from Ash 
Fork to Topock, Arizona near the California border. One 
can access that part of Route 66 at exit 139 on Interstate 
40. As you exit and turn onto Route 66, if you look to the 
west you see old Route 66, Interstate 40 and the railroad 
extending out for miles to the horizon, all running almost 
parallel for two or three miles and then diverging as each 
makes its own way west.  
 As I looked out over that scene I thought of the 
progression those three modes of transportation 
represented. Route 66, which follows the same route as 
the Indian trails and early roads had for centuries. The 
railroad that in years past had carried hundreds of 
passengers and now carries only freight. And Interstate 40 
which is traveled by thousands of vehicles every day. Had 
I been able to see, I imagine overhead were airplanes 
carrying still more passengers to the same destinations 
Route 66 and the railroad had carried in years past. 
 All of that reminded me of what Jesus said was the 
claim of the scribes and Pharisees: “the old is better.” On 
that occasion the Pharisees, in a feeble attempt to find 
fault with Jesus in order to discredit Him in the eyes of the 
people, compared Him and His disciples to John and his 
disciples. John and his disciples fasted and prayed, while 
Jesus and His disciples ate and drank.  
 In response Jesus said to them, "Can you make the 
friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with 
them?  But the days will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken away from them; then they will fast in those days."   
 Jesus then uses a parable to make clear His meaning:  
"No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one; 
otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that 
was taken out of the new does not match the old.  And no 
one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new 
wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the 

wineskins will be ruined.  But new wine must be put into 
new wineskins, and both are preserved.  And no one, 
having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he 
says, ©The old is better .©" (Luke 5:34-39).  
 Jesus knew they were trying to trap Him. Who was 
right in their actions, John or Jesus? To which Jesus in 
effect says, you can’t mix the old and the new. Something 
is going to be lost if you try, and that some would always 
reject the new in favor of the old, claiming “the old is 
better.” Both John’s actions and Jesus’ actions were 
appropriate for the time and person.  
 I have always understood Jesus to be saying that you 
cannot force Him into old ways and patterns of thinking. 
What John did or did not do is an irrelevance. Jesus was 
His own authority, and the old is not necessarily better. 
 I wonder if there are those who wish we still traveled 
by those two lane highways, or traveled by train, or even 
by the dirt trails that preceded the road and railroads, 
saying “the old is better”? Each was appropriate for its 
time. 
 Having said that we recognize in some situations the 
old is better. Our doctrine ought to be as old as the New 
Testament. The old song says, if it was good enough for 
Paul and Silas, it’s good enough for me.  
 But there are situations where the old may not be 
better. Old methods of transportation may not be better 
than the new. I am glad that one does not have to travel 
across the country on a dirt road in a wagon, or on an 
outdated two lane road, but rather has the option of the 
interstate on which a trip that once took months can now 
be made in a matter of days. Or no longer is the fastest 
method of travel by train, but by air. In those cases, the old 
is not better. 
 I am sure there were those who thought the train 
would never replace the horse and wagon, or the 
automobile would never replace the train, or the plane 
would never replace the automobile. But in these cases, at 
least most of the time, we would say the new is better than 
the old. 
 Here then is the spiritual application. In matters of 
faith, only what is as old as the New Testament should 
suffice. But when it comes to methods and judgments, we 
need to remember that the old may not be better and 
trying to make it so may be like putting new wine in old 
wineskins.  
     
     Michael D. Greene 

Old Route 66 West of Ash Fork, Arizona 



J MARTIN remains in VA Hospital, Room 626.  TRACY 
NOWLAND underwent surgery last Friday at Ireland 
Army Hospital.  MICHELLE LAWSON, daughter in law 
of Richard & Betty Lawson, was scheduled to undergo 
a biopsy Wednesday at Hardin Memorial.   
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
Betty Addington   Roy Johnson 
Alyenne Bates   Tom Morgan 
Neil Burden   Marie Rose 
Elonda Crafton   Terry Showers 
W. C. Davis   Grace Speer 
Howard & Millie Gardner Wilma Stull 
Bernard Gillim   Barbara Underwood 
Jacob Gringle   Lonnie Underwood 
Faye Guess    
     
Let us continue to remember the following 
military personnel in our prayers: Dave Fulbright, 
Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin Gardner, Kelly 
Leverett, George Edwards, Joe Betterton, Myles 
Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry Turner, Cameron Ponder, 
Brett Fleming, Mike Chandler, Nathan Blair  
Additional Prayer List: Jan Allen, Delsie Axton, Gil 
Berry, Christa Bradley, Sue Cantrell, Lindsay Corman,  
Betty Davis, Martha Dillow, Sydney Dover, Ellen Duvall, 
Kevin Fox, Sadie Gentry, Betty Goheen, Renee Green, 
Jane Hack, Louie Hodge, Rose Johnson,  Michelle 
Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman McClaskey, 
Lucinda McCune, Terri McDonald, Phil Noltemeyer, Joe 
Pawley, Ann Peters, Stephen Pitcock, Charles 
Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, Roge-Ge-Neal Smith, 
Florence Stull, Reiko Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor, Juanita 
Tillery, Andrew Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin Weaver 
 
Sympathy 
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to the family 
of Doris Martin, one of our shut in members and 
mother of J Martin and aunt of Janice Hardin and 
Mary Woodring.  Mrs. Martin passed away 
Monday at Hardin Memorial Hospital.  Visitation is 
Friday from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at Brown Funeral 
Home, and her funeral will be Saturday morning at 
10:00 a.m. at the funeral home with burial in 
Beaver Dam, Kentucky.   
 
Thank You 
To our church family,  
J and I wish to extend a sincere and heartfelt 
thank you for the beautiful flowers, the cards and 
all the prayers on his behalf.  Your love and 
concern are helping us through a very difficult 
time.  

In Christian Love,  
Patsy & J Martin 

Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 9/16/07     Canned green beans  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
�  FALL GOSPEL MEETING, September 
 21-23,  with Mel Futrell, minister of the 
 Shades Mountain Church of Christ in 
 Birmingham, Alabama 
�  SUPER SAINTS BREAKFAST, Saturday 
 morning, September 22, at 8:00 a.m. at 
 Ryan’s.  A sign up sheet is posted on the 
 bulletin board. 
�  CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK, Sunday 
 morning, September 23, in the South Wing.    
 CSG #3 will be in charge of set up and CSG 
 #1 will clean up following the meal. 
�  SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon, 
 September 23, at 3:00 p.m. 
�  YOUTH DEVO, Sunday night, September 23, 
 at the home of Dennis & Peggy Hogan. 
�  TEACHER TRAINING SERIES, September 
 24-25, at South Green Church of Christ, in 
 Glasgow.  Information is posted on the bulletin 
 board.  Mike Greene will be one of the 
 speakers. 
�  5TH SUNDAY NIGHT SINGING, September 
 30. 
�  FALL GET-TOGETHER, Saturday night, 
 October 27, at the Muncy home in Bardstown, 
 6:00 p.m.  Bring finger foods and games.   
�  LADIES RETREAT, November 9-10, at White 
 Mills Camp.  
 
New Address 
Owen & Marietta Solomon 
P. O. Box 52 
Cave City, KY  42127 
Phone # 270/773-5925 
 
 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
September 9, 2007 

 
Sunday Bible Study 132 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                  183 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                  141 
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class                                  14               
Wednesday Bible Study                                      109 
Contribution (Budget -- $5,885)   $6,732 
 
                    Elder/Coordinator for September 

Rick Whobrey 
 

News and Notes 



 

Elizabethtown Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 652 
1211 N. Dixie Ave. 
Elizabethtown, KY   42701 
 
Church Office: 765-6446 
Fax # 737-0491 
 
Elders:  
      Ron Carter       358-5792 
     Dennis Hogan      234-0705 
 Henry McAlister 765-7386 
 Mike Pence 737-8123 
 Rick Whobrey 769-9267 
 
Ministers: 
 Michael D. Greene 862-9971 
� � cell # 735-6908�
 Ray Pack 982-3460 
� � cell # 723-7564�
Secretary: 
 Kim Whobrey 769-9267 
 
Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org 
�

Visit us on the World Wide Web: 
www.etowncofc.org 
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Sept. 14-15 — FHU R.U.S.H. 
Sept. 21-23 — Fall Gospel Meeting 
Sept. 22 — Super Saints Breakfast, Ryan’s 
Sept. 23 — Congregational Potluck 
Sept. 23 — Singing at Atria 
Sept. 23 — Youth Devotional, Hogans 
Sept. 24-25—Teacher Training Series 
Oct. 27 — Fall Get-together, Muncys 
Nov. 9-10 — Ladies Retreat 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Week 34 
1.  Job 22-24; 1 Cor. 3 
2.  Job 25-28; 1 Cor. 4 
3.  Job 29-31; 1 Cor. 5 
4.  Job 32-35; 1 Cor. 6 
5.  Job 36-39; 1 Cor. 7 

� �� �� � � � � 	 
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This Week’s Bible Question: Whose “ habitation”  will be a dry, 
“ uninhabited”  land that is salty? (Two possible answers) 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question: What king had once worn the 
uniform of a prisoner? The correct answer is Jehoiachin; 2 
Kings 25:27-30 and Jeremiah 52:31-34.  Edna Ashlock, Joyce 
Pack, Bloria Taylor, Mary Greene, Kay Thomason, Mary Walker, 
Betty Bray, and Martha Cato correctly answered the question.    
 
 
Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box 
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your 
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 


