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God and the Spider 

 
 During World War II, a US marine was 
separated from his unit on a Pacific island.  The 
fighting had been intense, and in the smoke and 
the crossfire he had lost touch with his comrades.  
Alone in the jungle, he could hear enemy soldiers 
coming in this direction.   
 Scrambling for cover, he found his way up a 
high ridge to several small caves in the rock.  
Quickly he crawled inside one of the caves.  
Although safe for the moment, he realized that 
once the enemy soldiers looking for him swept up 
the ridge, they would quickly search all the caves 
and he would be killed. 
 As he waited, he prayed, “Lord, if it be your 
will, please protect me.  Whatever your will 
though, I love you and trust you.  In Jesus name, 
Amen.”  After praying, he lay quietly listening to 
the enemy begin to draw close.  He thought, 
“Well, I guess the Lord isn’t going to help me out 
of this one.”  Then he saw a spider begin to build 
a web over the front of his cave. 
 As he watched, listening to the enemy 
searching for him all the while, the spider layered 
strand after strand of web across the opening of 
the cave.  “Hah, he thought.  “What I need is a 
brick wall and what the Lord has sent me is a 
spider web.  God does have a sense of humor.” 
 As the enemy drew closer he watched from 
the darkness of his hideout and could see them 
searching one cave after another.  As they came 
to his, he got ready to make his last stand.  To his 
amazement, however, after glancing in the 
direction of his cave, they moved on.  Suddenly, 
he realized that with the spider web over the 
entrance, his cave looked as if no one had 
entered for quite a while. 
 “Lord, forgive me,” prayed the young man. “I 
had forgotten that in you a spider’s web is 
stronger than a brick wall.”  We all face times of 
great trouble.  When we do, it is so easy to forget 
what God can work in our lives, sometimes in the 
most surprising ways.  And remember with God, a 
mere spider’s web becomes a brick wall of 
protection.           
            Author unknown 
 

 

Sunday’s Sermons: 
 

A.M. -  You Can Count On Me 
 Romans 8:31-39 
  
P.M. -  A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ 
 2 Timothy 2:1-13 

     Most of the area schools are 
back in session by now. As 
parents we should encourage our 
children to complete their 
homework assignments each day. 
However, we also need to 
remember to not neglect the study  
of the Bible.  While our studies in 

school help us as we live on earth, the Bible guides us 
from the earthly life to the heavenly life. 
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 Mike and Mary will return from their vacation this 
week. Let’s continue to keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers as they travel home.  
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 This Sunday night following evening services the 
young people, grades 6-12, will have their monthly 
devotional at the Whobrey home.  Make your plans to be 
in attendance. 
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 I have ordered the questions for the 2008 Freed 
Hardeman Bible Bowl. The books  that will be covered 
are 1st and 2nd Thessalonians, 1st and 2nd Timothy 
and Titus. It is interesting that for the past two years the 
material for the Bible Bowl has been what  we are 
studying on Sunday mornings in our Bible classes. Pam 
Tackett is currently reviewing the questions and answers 
to ensure that we have the correct answers. Thank you, 
Pam, for taking time to do this. A sign up sheet is posted 
on the youth bulletin board for those who wish to 
participate. 
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 As I stated Sunday night, I will be surveying some of 
the songs we sing on the Sunday nights that I preach. If 
you have a song that you would like me to look at please 
write it down and give it to me. One reason to focus on 
the songs we sing is that  many times we learn the 
words and the tune, yet we fail to see the meaning of the 
words. One reason we sing is to teach as we sing. I do 
not think we can teach what we do not  know or 
understand. 
 

Ray’s 
Ramblings 

 
Ray Pack 
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 “The heart of the righteous studieth to answer:  
but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil 
things”  (Prov. 15:28).  Throughout the Bible, God’s 
people prosper spiritually when they study and do 
His will.  Yet, when they do not know and do not 
heed the will of God they find themselves in dire 
straits (Hosea 4:6).  The command to study is 
something we must fulfill every day of our lives (Acts 
17:11).  It is not a command for just a certain few but 
for all to follow (2 Tim. 2:15).  Since all must study 
the Bible, what steps can one take for profitable Bible 
study?  Let me suggest three steps that will help 
improve your Bible study. 
 
 Bible Study Is PERSONAL.  The Bible is God’s message for us today (1 Cor. 14:37).  To 
really profit from Bible study it must be personal.  As I read God’s Word, I have to realize that 
this is God’s will for me.  The command to deny self, take up one’s cross daily, and follow the 
Saviour is not for the first century disciple only —it is also for me (Luke 9:23).  As I study 
God’s Word, I must realize that this is the God of the Universe talking to me today (Heb. 1:1-4; 
2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
 
 Bible Study Is PRACTICAL.  Many people do not get anything out of Bible study 
because they are told the Bible is an old dusty book that cannot apply to the 21st century 
individual.  Friends, that is simply a lie!  The Bible says, “God has given us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of Him. .. .” (2 Peter 1:3).  Paul 
encourages us to apply the things that we find in the Bible to our own personal lives (Phil. 
4:9).  For Bible study to help you get to heaven you must make it practical to your daily life. 
 
 Bible Study Is PROMISING.   Many people do not study the Bible because they do not 
recognize the blessing of Bible study.  To those who read and obey it, the Bible promises they 
can live with God for all eternity (Matt. 7:21).  Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).  What greater benefit can you get from any other 
book?  The Bible is the only book that promises you a life with God for all eternity if you follow 
its precepts.  The beloved Apostle John said, “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is 
near” (Rev. 1:3).  Please realize that the blessings of Bible study are richer than we could ever 
imagine. 
 
 Friend, is Bible study a priority in your life?  If not, it should be.  It can be!  May God help 
each of us to “study to show ourselves approved unto God” (2 Tim. 2:15). 
 
          Ben Bailey 
          via East Hill News 
          Pulaski, TN 
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J MARTIN underwent surgery Monday at VA 
Hospital in Louisville to remove fluid from his left 
lung.  He remains in the hospital at this time.  
ROGE-GE-NEAL SMITH & DIANE LEWIS 
underwent more tests this week at Hardin 
Memorial.   
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
Betty Addington  Doris Martin 
Alyenne Bates   J Martin 
Neil Burden   Tom Morgan 
Elonda Crafton  Caroline Pence 
W. C. Davis   Marie Rose 
Joyce Fulkerson  Terry Showres 
Howard & Millie Gardner Grace Speer 
Bernard Gillim   Wilma Stull 
Jacob Gringle   Barbara Underwood 
Faye Guess   Lonnie Underwood 
Roy Johnson    
     
Let us continue to remember the following 
military personnel in our prayers: Justin Burg, 
Dave Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin 
Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards, Joe 
Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry Turner, 
Cameron Ponder, Brett Fleming, Mike Chandler 
Additional Prayer List: Delsie Axton, Darcie 
Bergeson, Gil Berry, Christa Bradley, Sue Cantrell, 
Conner Casey, Carolyn Gaston, Sydney Dover, Ellen 
Duvall, Kevin Fox, Sadie Gentry, Betty Goheen, 
Renee Green, Jane Hack, Tonya Harper, Louie 
Hodge, Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, 
Erman McClaskey, Lucinda McCune, Terri 
McDonald, Bobby Montgomery, Donald Montgomery, 
Phil Noltemeyer, Joe Pawley, Stephen Pitcock, 
Charles Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, Roge-Ge-
Neal Smith, Florence Stull, Darrell Tade, Reiko 
Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor, Juanita Tillery, Andrew 
Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin Weaver, Kendell 
Whisenant, Joseph Wise          
 
Sympathy 
Our sympathy is expressed to Howard Gardner 
and his family in the death of his brother, Marion 
Gardner, who passed away in Louisville August 7.  
His funeral was held in Magnolia, Kentucky last 
Friday. 
 
Congratulations 
Joe Brothers was recently elected as the chairman 
of the Kentucky Board of Education.  
Congratulations, Joe! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
�  Attention 5th Grade & Under, DINNER IN THE 
 PARK, Saturday, August 18, 5:30-7:30 p.m.  
 Meet at Funtopia and eat under the Pavilion.  
 Any questions, check with Ken or Monica 
 Bybee. 
�  YOUTH DEVOTIONAL, Sunday night, 
 August 19, at the home of Rick & Kim 
 Whobrey. 
�  SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon, 
 August 26, at 3:00 p.m. 
�  AUGUST BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY GET-
 TOGETHER, Sunday night, August 26, after 
 evening services.  CSG #3 will host.  Please 
 bring finger foods, desserts and drinks.  
�  AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE, 
 Tuesday, August 28, from 3:00-7:00 p.m.  We 
 have been asked to collect 25 units.  Please 
 check the bulletin board for the sign up sheet 
 to make an appointment. 
�  FALL GOSPEL MEETING, September 21-23, 
 with Mel Futrell, minister of the Shades 
 Mountain Church of Christ in Birmingham, 
 Alabama 
�  TEACHER TRAINING SERIES, September 
 24-25, at South Green Church of Christ, in 
 Glasgow.  Information is posted on the bulletin 
 board.  Mike Greene will be one of the 
 speakers. 
 
Visitation Program 
Jason White will assume the oversight of our 
visitation program beginning in September.  If you 
have not actively participated in the program and 
would like to, please see Jason. 
 
Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 8/19/07      Canned green beans 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
August 12, 2007 

 
Sunday Bible Study 134 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                  222 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                  136 
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class                                  15 
Wednesday Bible Study                                      114 
Contribution (Budget -- $5,885)   $5,839 
 
                    Elder/Coordinator for August 

Mike Pence 
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Aug. 18 — 5th Grade & Under—Dinner in the Park 
Aug. 19 — Youth Devo 
Aug. 26 — Singing at Atria 
Aug. 26 — Birthday/Anniversary Get-together 
Aug. 28 — Red Cross Blood Drive 
Sept. 21-23 — Fall Gospel Meeting 
 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Week 30 
1.  2 Chronicles 35, 36; Luke 19:29-48 
2.  Ezra 1-4; Luke 20:1-19 
3.  Ezra 5, 6; Luke 20:20-21:4 
4.  Ezra 7, 8; Luke 21:5-38 
5.  Ezra 9, 10; Luke 22:1-30 
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This Week’s Bible Question:  What wicked woman was from a 
valley of Sorek? 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question: What did the souls under the 
altar in Revelation have in common with the blood of the sin 
offering in Old Testament practice?  The correct answer is 
they were under or at the bottom of the altar, Revelation 6:9-
11.  Kay Thomason, Edna Ashlock, Kay Pack, Mary Walker, and 
Betty Bray correctly answered the question.    
 
Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box 
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your 
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 


