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A busy summer here at Etown
From is quickly drawing to a close. A
Where | teacher in the county school
] system told me the other day that
S|t school begins for the county
August 2nd. That is less than a

Michael D. Greene
week away!

Many families have been away
for much needed vacation time. Ray and | have been
involved in Gospel Meetings (both here at Etown and
at other congregations), VBS, Retreats, camps,
Horizons, etc. All which make for a very busy time for
us. But personally, | would not have it any other way.
Much good is done by these efforts, both here at Etown
and when Ray and | are able to help other
congregations with similar efforts in their communities.

We are both grateful for the opportunities to serve
that are presented to us and the willingness of the
Elders and the congregation here to “share” us with
sister congregations.

It was great to be able to return to the Hillcrest
congregation in Logan County, Kentucky for a gospel
meeting last week. This was the congregation where |
did my first preaching back in the early 70’s. They were
such a patient and encouraging group back then and
any success | might have had or will have in my efforts
for the Lord can be attributed to the encouragement |
received from those folks. We need to remember that
the older experienced preachers in whom we have
confidence come from those young inexperienced ones
who may not live up to our expectations and do what
we can to encourage those who wish to give their lives
to the cause of Christ in preaching the gospel.

As summer is drawing to a close, my speaking
schedule is also slowing down. But I still have three
speaking opportunities left this year that will take me
away from Etown. One in August, October and
November. In addition, Mary and | are going to do
something this year we have done only two other times
in our lives. We are going to take a two week vacation.
We will be away from August 3rd until August 18th.
We are going to Arizona and Colorado and we are
going to drive as opposed to flying. The time needed to
drive to those places make a two week time period a
necessity. So | will be a little scarce over the next few
weeks. But | know things will be in good hands with
Ray filling the pulpit in a good way as he always does.

Let’s continue to remember the Elders in our
prayers as they conclude the process of selecting
additional deacons here at Etown. These kinds of
decisions can affect the congregation for generations
to come. So, why not say a little prayer right now for all
involved in the process?

) By the time many of you read
Ray’s | this our Youth Rally will be in full

: swing and for some it may be
Ramb“ngs over. The Youth Rally is the last
major activity for the summer. |
would like to express my
appreciation to all who signed up
to provide the food and other
needed items. It is a great blessing to see the support
shown to our young people.

Ray Pack

The K-5th grade age group has been preparing for
the Bible Quest that is held in Madisonville each year.
This year’s event is scheduled for August 4. Ken Bybee
and others have been studying with this group. | am
proud of the accomplishments this age group has
obtained over the past several years. As | have said
many times these young folks are winners no matter
how they do in this competition. They are winners simply
because they have been studying the Bible.

From the Email Bag
Advice From an Old Farmer
You cannot unsay a cruel word.
Every path has a few puddles.
The best sermons are lived, not preached.
Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.

The biggest troublemaker youd® ever have to deal with
watches from the mirror every mornin©

Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly,
and leave the rest to God.

If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop
diggin©

Live a good, honorable life. Then when you get older
and think back you® enjoy it a second time.

Sunday’s Sermons:

A.M. - The Purpose of the Commandment,
1 Timothy 1:3-11

P.M. - 5th Sunday Night Singing




More than a few times | have looked out over
the audience as an invitation hymn was sung and
wondered why some people had not yet obeyed the
gospel. They know God and they love Jesus. They
want to live a righteous life and they know the penalty
for sin which is death or separation from God. Yet,
somehow, they have not yet been convinced to obey
the gospel and become a Christian.

Some have approached me after a sermon or
after a Bible study and have said that they were
impressed, but not yet ready to make a commitment to
God. | haven®had anyone yet who has actually said
that they were "almost persuaded,” but in fact, | think
many would fit that description.

Paul wrote of salvation through God in Romans
1:16 when he said, "For | am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation
for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for
the Greek." That gospel is simple to understand and
simple to obey. But some will remain unconvinced that
they need to take action.

Philip Bliss was a renowned composer, who at
the young age of 12 made the good confession and
was baptized by a Christian Church minister. Through
his life, which ended tragically in 1876, he remained
very active in evangelism.

His powerful baritone voice and his ability to
write lyrics and compose tunes caused him to be in
great demand for revival meetings. He and his wife
Lucy made the circuits especially around Chicago and
he worked with many notable evangelists.

One Sunday night in 1870 he was waiting for a
train and decided to slip in to hear a Mr. Brundage give
his sermon. Brundage was reading from Acts 26:28-29
which says, "Then Agrippa said to Paul, @ou almost
persuade me to become a Christian.€And Paul said, ®
would to God that not only you, but also all who hear
me today, might become both almost and altogether
such as | am, except for these chains. ©

The preacher then added the following. "He
who is almost persuaded is almost saved. But to be
almost saved is to be entirely lost." Upon hearing these
words Bliss set about to write the famous
song, Almost Persuaded.

When this song was first sung publicly in 1871,
Lucy Bliss wrote that the entire audience was affected
and both she and her husband realized the tremendous
power of a well crafted hymn. They soon decided to
dedicate their lives to working with evangelists to

spread the gospel to all who would hear.

"Almost persuaded, " now to believe;

"Almost persuaded, " Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say, "Go Spirit,

go thy way;

Some more convenient day On Thee 1® Call."

Preachers will preach their hearts out. Parents
and spouses will love, forgive, lead, teach and compel
their loved ones to obey the gospel. Friends and others
will show concern and ask directly, "What is keeping
you from obeying the gospel?" Yet many will never do
so. They are not yet persuaded that they must.

Paul writes a chilling account of what will
happen to those who do not obey the gospel. In 2
Thessalonians 1:7-9, he tells that "those who do not
know God," and "those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ," will be punished for eternity and
will be separated from God. No one would willingly
state today that they want to go to hell or miss out on
heaven. Yet so many are not quite ready to make the
commitment to obey the gospel.

Why is that so? Who knows for sure? My
speculation is that either they believe that they will be
saved without obeying the gospel or that they have
plenty of time to come to God after they have
worshipped at the altar of sin for a while. Either way,
they are not yet persuaded of the seriousness of this
matter.

On our daily walk today, may we spend a few
extra minutes in prayer and specifically name those
whom we know are not yet Christians. May we think of
ways to help persuade them to come to Jesus and
obey that precious gospel before it is eternally too late.

May God bless you on your daily walk.
Mike Baker, minister
Church Street church
Lewisburg, Tennessee



News and Notes

JOYCE FULKERSON was released from Hardin
Memorial Monday. CAROLINE PENCE will have
outpatient surgery July 26 at Jewish Hospital in
Louisville. SHELDON LACKEY is scheduled for
surgery at Hardin Memorial Friday, July 27.
WILMA STULL will have iron treatments weekly
for four weeks beginning this week. FLORENCE
STULL, Harry Stull’'s mother, was admitted to the
hospital last Tuesday in Pennsylvania.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS
Betty Addington David Keister

Alyenne Bates Doris Martin
Neil Burden J Martin
Elonda Crafton Tom Morgan
Todd Curkendall Marie Rose

W. C. Davis

Howard & Millie Gardner
Bernard Gillim

Faye Guess

Roy Johnson

Carolyn Showers
Terry Showers
Grace Speer
Barbara Underwood
Lonnie Underwood

Let us continue to remember the following
military personnel in our prayers: Justin Burg,
Dave Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten,
Justin Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards,
Joe Betterton, Myles Brothers, Dale Martin, Terry
Turner

Additional Prayer List: Darcie Bergeson, Gil
Berry, Christa Bradley, Sue Cantrell, Conner
Casey, Carolyn Gaston, Sydney Dover, Kevin Fox,
Sadie Gentry, Betty Goheen, Renee Green, Tonya
Harper, Louie Hodge, Nicole Johnson, Michelle
Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman
McClaskey, Terri McDonald, Donald Montgomery,
Phil Noltemeyer, Joe Pawley, Stephen Pitcock,
Charles Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, Roge-Ge-
Neal Smith, Darrell Tade, Reiko Tarasavage,
Patsy Taylor, Juanita Tillery, Andrew Verble, Laura
Walker, Louvenia Walker, Kevin Weaver, Gloria
Whobrey

Congratulations

Mike & Amber Chandler are the proud parents of a
baby boy, Tristen Michael Chandler, born July 19
at Ireland Army Hospital! Tristen weighed 8 Ib.

6 0z. and was 20 1/4” long. Proud big sisters are
Courtney & Cadence.

Pantry Item of the Week
Week of 7/29/07 Boxes/Pkgs. of Rice

From the Elders: Good Order and

Decency in Worship

As warm weather continues, folks continue wearing
cooler clothes. The elders ask and encourage you to
attire yourself modestly and appropriately for
Christian influence. We discourage the wearing of
shorts by anyone at worship, except for those
youngsters who are still in diapers or training pants. If
a Christian ever wonders, “Am | showing too much
skin?” or “Is this garment too tight?” the answer is
yes. Please help others focus on worship by your
attire and attitude, rather than be distracted by your
appearance.

UPCOMING EVENTS
YOUTH RALLY, July 27-28, with Jerry Elder
from Columbia, Tennessee. Theme: | Long
to Worship Thee.
CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK, Sunday
morning, July 29, in the South Wing. CSG #2
will set up and CSG #3 will clean up following
the meal.
5TH SUNDAY NIGHT SINGING, July 29.
K-5TH GRADE BIBLE BOWL PRACTICE,
Sunday, July 29, at 4:30 p.m. Review of both
Ruth & Esther. Be sure to practice at home.
CANE RIDGE RESTORATION
LECTURESHIP, hosted by North Lexington
Church of Christ, August 2-5. Theme: “All
Things New.” A flyer with the schedule and
speakers is posted on the bulletin board.
K-5TH GRADE BIBLE BOWL, Saturday,
August 4, in Madisonville, KY.
CHURCH WORKERS WORKSHOP, Monday,
August 13, at 10:30 a.m.
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE,
Tuesday, August 28, from 2:00-7:00 p.m.

OUR RECORD FOR

July 22, 2007
Sunday Bible Study 128
Sunday Morning Assembly 197
Sunday Evening Assembly 132
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class 15
Wednesday Bible Study 127

Contribution (Budget -- $5,885) $5,482

Elder/Coordinator for July
Henry McAlister




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:
Ron Carter 358-5792
Dennis Hogan 234-0705
Henry McAlister 765-7386
Mike Pence 737-8123
Rick Whobrey 769-9267
Ministers:
Michael D. Greene 862-9971
cell # 735-6908
Ray Pack 982-3460
cell # 723-7564
Secretary:
Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.etowncofc.org

This Week’s Bible Question: Whose praying, weeping, and
confessing was followed by crying of an assembled
multitude?

Last Week’s Bible Question: Who was accused of not feeding
the hungry and of refusing drink to the tired? The correct
answer is Job, Job 22:1-7. Kay Thomason, Edna Ashlock, Mary
Greene , Martha Cato, Kay Pack, Mary Walker, and Betty Bray
correctly answered the question.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please
include the Scripture reference and your name.

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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