
    It is good to be home after our 
time away. When you travel like 
that it is good to see so many 
things you do not see at home, 
but as I told someone yesterday, 
after a while you have sensory 
overload. You are not sure you 
can look at another thing and take 

it all in, there is just too much to see and absorb!   
� � � �  

 We, as all of you, were stunned as we heard the 
news about the shootings at Virginia Tech last week. 
When something like that happens, there are so many 
questions raised. Like, how can one person be so filled 
with rage and hate as to take so many innocent lives? 
Then, after the initial shock wears off, there is the 
finger pointing and attempts to assess blame and 
responsibility that seems to follow such events.  
 About all this I have two observations. One is that 
such violence has been with man since the beginning 
of time. Did not Cain take the life of his own brother 
Abel? That set the stage for many who have walked in 
his steps over the centuries. But that doesn’t make the 
tragedy at Virginia Tech any easier to bear or to 
understand. As one commentator wrote in an editorial , 
easy answers are to be rejected in such times as 
these. But we all stand aghast at the ability of one man 
to wreak such havoc and misery. 
 The second concerns the call for prayers for those 
who lost their lives, their families, and the students left 
behind. Our President went to the campus and joined 
in a memorial where there was prayer and many 
references to religion, as well he should have. All of 
this by our elected leaders at a tax supported 
institution. Why is such not done before hand? Could it 
just be possible, that if more prayer and talking about 
God, morality, and religion was done on our state 
supported college campuses, fewer tragedies like this 
might occur? In addition, other moral ills that plague 
our college campuses, such as unwanted pregnancies, 
sexual promiscuity, binge drinking, etc. might be 
minimized? 
 Why is it appropriate to pray when a tragedy 
occurs, but not before or in order to prevent such? Why 
did the ACLU not protest the religiously oriented 
memorial services held for the victims at Virginia Tech? 
Could it be they know it would expose that organization 
for what it really is, an anti-God, anti-religious 
organization bent on destroying religion? Why were 
there no cries about separation of church and state? 
Could it be because deep down all know that the only 
solace to be found at such times is found in matters of 
faith? Our prayers continue to go out for all the victims 
and their families during their time of need. 
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Sunday’s Sermons: 
 

A.M. -  The Significance of Being a Christian 
 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
  
P.M. -  5th Sunday Night Singing 
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 Bonnine Payton entered the eternal world on 
April 7, 2007. Sister Payton will forever be known as one 
who had a sweet and gentle spirit. As I recalled all that I 
knew of Sister Payton, I could not help but think of her 
constant smile. Sister Payton was a woman of small 
stature as her many nicknames, Little Doll, Little One, 
Little Meemaw and others, indicated. Though small in 
stature her heart was as large as the redwoods of 
California. Many deeds of kindness came from deep in 
her heart. Sister Payton was one of, if not the first, 
workers in the clothing center. She was one who had 
many talents. She was a collector of different types of 
knick knacks that could be seen on display in the picture 
window of her home. As a child I lived two doors away 
and can remember that she always looked out for us 
kids. On hot summer days after playing ball or long bike 
rides she had cold drinks and cookies or cake, the stuff 
that mom said would spoil supper, ready for the 
neighborhood kids to have. 
 Perhaps the words she wrote herself can sum 
up what I could say. 
 

“Becoming all of me, that I want to be. 
I would like to be able to do more for other people, 

Especially those who stood by me. 
My children are great helpers and my church brothers 

And sisters are always there when I need them. 
I appreciate all my family and friends. 

I can’t say that I need more than I have.” 
 

Ray Pack 
Elizabethtown, KY 
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Terminal Velocity 
 
All the timesaving devices have failed us. The microwave, the 
washer, the dryer, and the snow blower have all let us down. 
Even though all of these things were designed to give us 
more time to relax, we are busier than ever. Something went 
wrong. 
 Our days are stuffed. We wake up every day to face 
a packed schedule. Even those of us who are not morning 
people propel ourselves through the shower into our clothes 
and down the avenue.  
 Past futurists imagined a 21st Century much 
different than our present situation. Benjamin Franklin 
predicted that we would saunter through four-hour 
workweeks. Nixon was less optimistic and imagined a four-
day workweek. In the 1960’s, the Senate was told that by the 
year 2000, we would work a mere 14 hours per week. Once 
again, we have shown a knack for having no clue about the 
future. Fourteen hours per day is much closer to the mark. 
Here in the future, we have freely embraced a routine that is 
barely rivaled by the nightmare hours of the Industrial 
Revolution.  
 To make this an even sadder story, we must admit 
that in most cases, we are not working to put food on the 
table. We are working to put cable on the TV and SUVs in the 
driveway and I-pods in our ears. We glumly accuse our jobs 
for our hardship as if we have no choice, convincing even 
ourselves that it is all about necessity. But we passed by 
necessity a long time ago.  
 We know it already. This is no profound newsflash. 
We are too busy. We are flying through life at the speed of 
hype. And as we hurdle along, we feel somewhat justified in 
letting certain things slip away.  
 Speed creates the illusion of significance. When 
you©re zipping from one event to the next, Blackberry in hand 
and a Bluetooth jammed in your ear, it©s easy to feel as if 
everything you do is as vital as the decisions of an air traffic 
controller. Whether you are riding the cutting edge of 
corporate technology or simply juggling a series of ventures 
to the post office and the grocery store, it©s easy to gobble up 
the days like candy. Just because you deal with CEOs 
doesn©t make you any more susceptible to overwork than 
those who deal with ABCs. All of us are prime candidates for 
being  busied to death.  
 This is why a Christian can©t afford to get swept 
away by the spinning of the world. He survives by keeping a 
clear head. It©s no surprise that our enemy might intentionally 
keep us skimming along so fast that even our relationship 
with God remains superficial. Our devotion to God can be 
reduced to a blur of hymns and sermons, resulting in a 
religion that has all the distinction of a drive through. The 
possible grim consequences of abbreviating ourselves down 
to trite interactions make it difficult to LOL (laugh out loud, 
MG).  
 So stop.  
 Maybe it©s time to meditate. By the way, God 
invented meditation, not the cliché mystical man on the 
mountain. The pop-religions derived from the Far East offer a 
meditation that strives to produce an empty mind. But this is 
a counterfeit of the original. Meditation was designed by our 
Father to focus and fill the mind.  
 In the short book of Haggai, more than once, God 
tells His people "consider your ways" (Haggai 1:5; 1:7). 
Throughout His Word, the expectation seems to be that a 
person who belongs to God will take the time to think about 
life. Not a self-serving admiration of his own intellect, but a 
deep contemplation of the Word. We are told that a man of 
God will "delight in the law of the Lord, and in His law he 

meditates day and night" (Psalm 1:2). The man of God will 
take the time to think about God©s design and providence. "I 
remember the days of old; I meditate on all Your doings; 
I muse on the work of Your hands" (Psalm 143:5). For the 
man of God, it is a matter of doing more than just penciling in 
a religious activity or two. It©s more than squeezing God into 
your day timer. "Take pains with these things; be 
absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident 
to all. Pay close attention to yourself and to your 
teaching" (I Timothy 4:15-16). Meditation is not just a matter 
of giving you some peace of mind. It©s a matter of survival.  
 But meditation isn©t possible for anyone who is 
always on call, multi-tasking in a hundred directions. 
Meditation requires stopping. Meditation means closing your 
day timer and controlling the remote control. Meditation 
requires losing contact and being out of the loop, if only for 
five minutes.  
 Some say that a busy life is only a smoke screen for 
an empty life. If this kind of pace infiltrates our relationship 
with God, then we are in danger. Standing, sitting, bowing, 
singing, sitting in a pew does not a Christian make. A 
Christian knows how to stop. A Christian can say "no" to the 
itinerary in order to spend some time alone with God. And 
even when you hit the accelerator again, your clarity is intact 
because all the things of this vaporous world are seen for 
what they are: lesser distractions and pursuits whose 
significance is determined only by what they can contribute to 
eternity.  
 Martha was stressed out. She was busy. She was 
getting things done. There was so much to do and her sister 
Mary was just sitting there. Can you believe that? Just sitting 
there. "She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's 
feet listening to what He said. But Martha was distracted 
by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to 
Him and asked, 'Lord, don't You care that my sister has 
left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me©" 
(Luke 10:39-40). Martha was getting things done. Martha was 
making the most of her day. Martha was managing her time. 
Martha was so busy trying to serve Jesus; she didn©t have 
time to listen to Him.  
 Jesus did her a favor; He stopped her. "'Martha, 
Martha,' the Lord answered, 'you are worried and upset 
about many things, but few things are needed - or indeed 
only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not 
be taken away from her’” (Luke 10:41-42). Martha’s List of 
Things to Do Today was instantly reduced to one item. 
 This does not mean they didn©t eventually eat a 
meal together. They probably had a very nice dinner. The 
table probably got cleared. The dishes probably got cleaned 
and put away (without the time-saving dishwasher). And 
Martha probably did all the things she was going to do. But 
maybe she stopped first. Maybe she listened and realized 
that life is much simpler than it looks. Only one thing matters. 
And what a shame it would be to let all the other truly little 
things crowd it out.  
 It©s hard to stop. It©s hard to take the time to meditate 
- to think about what really matters and spend time in prayer 
and reading your Bible. But it©s vital. If you want to make it out 
of this chaos with your soul intact, it©s going to require you to 
step out of the fray once in a while. You©ve got a long list of 
things to do today. But only one of them matters. Just one.  
 There. Doesn©t that feel better? 
 
   —Bret Carter, Editor 
       Rocky Mountain Christian 
      (Used by Permission) 



W. C. DAVIS underwent a scan Tuesday and 
received good news.  O’NEIL NASH was released 
from the hospital in Bowling last Thursday and is 
doing some better.  MARIETTA SOLOMON will be 
scheduled for insertion of a pacemaker at Hardin 
Memorial in the coming weeks.  ROY JOHNSON 
had some outpatient tests Wednesday. 
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
 
Betty Addington  Diane Lewis 
Alyenne Bates   Doris Martin 
Neil Burden   J Martin 
Elonda Crafton  Tom Morgan 
W. C. Davis   Marie Rose 
Howard & Millie Gardner Terry Showers 
Bernard Gillim   Grace Speer 
Faye Guess   Barbara Underwood 
Roy Johnson   Lonnie Underwood 
David Keister    
    
Let us continue to remember the following 
military personnel in our prayers: Justin Burg, 
Dave Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, 
Justin Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards, 
Joe Betterton, Myles Brothers 
Additional Prayer List: Darcie Bergeson, Gil 
Berry, Roger Boyd, Christa Bradley, Sue Cantrell, 
Pauline Cardin, Sydney Dover, Judy Embry 
Forrester, Kevin Fox, Betty Goheen, Renee 
Green, Tonya Harper, Greg Helm, Nicole Johnson, 
Art Lattanzi, Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle 
Massey, Erman McClaskey, Mike McCormmic, 
Terri McDonald, Donald Montgomery, Dewey 
Parks, Joe Pawley, Phyllis Pirtle, Stephen Pitcock, 
Charles Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, Janet 
Rogan, Roge-Ge-Neal Smith, Marietta Solomon, 
Deanna Speer, Florence Stull, Darrell Tade, Reiko 
Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor, Sylvia Taylor, Juanita 
Tillery, Betty Tucker, Andrew Verble, Laura 
Walker, Kevin Weaver, Gloria Whobrey 
 
Youth News 
Applications for Bible Camp (June 10–15) at 
Taylor Christian Camp in Holland, Kentucky are in 
the lobby.  Camp applications and fees are due 
this Sunday, April 29.   Also, applications for 
Horizons Future Church Leaders Workshop at 
Freed-Hardeman University are available in Ray’s 
office.  Senior Week (Grades 10-12) will be July 1-
6 and Junior Week (Grades 6-9) will be July 8-13.  
Horizons applications and fees are due May 16.  
See Ray or Mike if you have any questions. 

Welcome 
Welcome to Mike and Amber Chandler who recently 
met with the elders and expressed  their desire to 
identify with our congregation.  They moved to this 
area from Hawaii in January and have been attending 
services for some time.  Mike, Amber, Courtney and 
Cadence live at 203 Joseph Ct., Radcliff, KY  40160. 
Phone # 513/293-2204.  They have been assigned to 
work with CSG #3.  Please take a minute to meet 
Mike, Amber and the girls.  Welcome to our church 
family! 
 
Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 4/29/07       Canned corn 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
�  MEN’S RETREAT, this weekend, April 27 & 
 28, at White Mills Camp with Jack Hall from 
 Richmond, Kentucky as speaker.  Lessons will 
 focus on “Am I the Best God Has?  Growing 
 the Lord’s Church.”   
�  CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK, Sunday, 
 April 29, in the South Wing.  CSG #1 will be in 
 charge of set up and CSG #2 will clean up 
 after the meal. 
�  ELDERS/DEACONS MEETING, Sunday 
 afternoon, April 29, at 5:00 p.m. in Room 10. 
�  5TH SUNDAY NIGHT SINGING, April 29.  
 Men interested in leading a song during the 
 service need to let Ray know by Sunday 
 morning. 
�  CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, Sunday 
 night, April 29, after evening services. 
�  HOMECOMING, June 3-6 

�
Area Meetings & Ladies Days 
Flyers are posted on the bulletin board of area Gospel 
Meetings and Ladies Days being held.  If you are 
interested in attending any, please let the office know. 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
April 22, 2007 

 
Sunday Bible Study 126 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                  192 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                  139  
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class                                  15   
Wednesday Bible Study                                       121 
Contribution (Budget -- $5,885)   $5,355 
 
                    Elder/Coordinator for April 

Rick Whobrey 
 

News and Notes 
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Apr. 27-28 — Men’s Retreat 
Apr. 29 — Congregational Potluck 
Apr. 29 — Elders/Deacons Meeting 
Apr. 29 — 5th Sunday Night Singing 
Apr. 29 — Congregational Meeting 
May 14 — Church Workers Workshop 
June 3-6 — Homecoming 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Week 15 
1.  Deut. 22-24; Acts 23:12-35 
2.  Deut. 25-27; Acts 24:1-23 
3.  Deut. 28; Acts 24:24-25:12 
4.  Deut. 29-31:13; Acts 25:13-27 
5.  Deut. 31:14-32; Acts 26:1-18 

� �� �� � � � � 	 
 �� � �
�

This Week’s Bible Question:  What writer depicted the peace 
of God’s people by describing sheep sleeping safely in a 
forested area? 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question: What child was renamed by his 
father after the mother had died during the birth (and what 
was her name for him)?  The correct answer is Benjamin, 
Benoni, Genesis 35:6.  Kay Thomason,  Edna Ashlock,  Kay  
Pack,  Mary Walker, Betty Bray, and Bloria Taylor correctly 
answered the question. 
 
Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box 
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your 
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 


