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The article below, though
From written with young folks in mind,
Where | certainly applies to folks of all
] ages. Sin does not respect age.
Sit How often have we heard of
someone with years of wisdom

Michael D. Greene X ) .
and experience falling victim to a

temptation and ruining a life and
reputation that took literally years to build?

How Quickly the Gate Opens

An old farmer from the country went to the big city
hospital to visit a dear friend. He was told he would
have to park in the parking lot. He was so surprised
when he drove up to the entrance that the little gate

lifted immediately. He drove right in and parked his car

in the shade. He made his visit and got in his car and

drove to the exit, but it didn't open. It took money to get
out. He mumbled to himself as he drove away, "Maybe

they changed my oil and rotated my tires while | was
there."

How true it is of sin. It is so easy to get in and
so hard to get out. Habits are easy to start and so
difficult to break. Satan has always said you can get in
now and pay later. Not only does he get it back, but
with the highest interest.

It reminds me of how quickly the gate opened
for David's sin with Bathsheba. He saw her beauty. He
sent for her. She came. He lay with her. Then he sent
her home, thinking all was well. It would cost him
dearly to get out of this parking place. She was with
child from that little night of fun. David had to commit
more sin to cover his tracks. He had her husband,

Uriah, killed. David and Bathsheba would lose the child

of this conception, not to mention the shame and
suffering that came from this sin.

Young people, how quickly the gate opens for
the first cigarette, or that chew of tobacco, that first
beer, or that first act of sexual immorality, but it could

cost an arm and a leg, or a heart and a lung. You could

end up paying the maximum cost - your life and your
soul.

Let us not be deceived into thinking that just
because there is no price at the entrance, there will be
no price at the exit. We need to pay attention to Paul's
words to the Galatians in Galatians 6:7: "Be not
deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man
sows that shall he also reap. For he that sows unto his
own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption. He that
sows to the spirit shall of the spirit reap eternal life."

—From the Concord Road Church bulletin, author not
given.

Pictures From the Spring Get Together
Of the 5th Grade and Under

Sunday’s Sermons:

A.M. - Tell Me the Story of Jesus,
Romans 1:16-17

P.M. - Your Sleep Will be Sweet,
Proverbs 3:21-26




My most favorite time of the year as far as sports is
concerned has drawn to a close. The basketball
season of 2006-2007 has come and gone. The state
high school champions of each state have been
crowned. The college champions, both men and
women, are being lauded by their respective fans.
“What ifs” are being muttered by those that came close
but fell short in their attempts to become champions.

When great athletes are interviewed and asked
about their coaches, they often say something like: “He
(or she) not only taught me about playing basketball (or
any other sport) but a lot about life.” There are many
life lessons to be learned from sports and on the
playing fields and courts. That, | suppose, is the
justification for the investment of so many resources in
amateur athletics in our society.

Even the apostle Paul used the games to make his
point on more than one occasion. For example:

Do you not know that those who run in a race all
run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a
way that you may obtain it. And everyone who
competes for the prize is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but
we for an imperishable crown. Therefore | run
thus: not with uncertainty. Thus | fight: not as
one who beats the air. But | discipline my body
and bring it into subjection, lest, when | have
preached to others, | myself should become
disqualified. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

One thing that | always like to see on the playing
field is real teamwork. When any team sport, like
basketball, becomes a one man show, becoming a
champion becomes a long shot at best. There is a real
difference between a group of people playing together
and a team. A lady named Peggy Walters captured the
difference in the following:

“Let me tell you the difference between a group
and a team. A group is a number of persons gathered
together; a collection of objects or persons. Now, a
team is a group of people working together. It also
means to join in cooperative activity. As you can see,
there is a lot more to being a member of a team than
there is being a member of a group. Teamwork is
defined as ‘a joint action by a group of people; a
coordinated effort.’

“The purpose of an organization is to achieve
overall effectiveness; not just the effective performance
of individual groups. We must look for ways to
compliment and support others. Knowledge of what
each individual's role is in the overall goals of the
organization, as well as what specific objectives
everyone is expected to achieve is extremely
important. However, for the optimal success of the
organization, a spirit of teamwork is absolutely

essential.

“Real teamwork can be so gratifying that it may be
considered reward enough. The individual who
communicates, cooperates, and volunteers to help
others will be recognized by fellow-workers as an
invaluable asset.”

As | read that | think how applicable that
explanation of teamwork is. It applies to family life, the
workplace, sports teams, and anywhere else a group
of people are trying to labor together to accomplish a
common goal. And, yes, it even has application to the
church.

As in any endeavor involving a number of people,
especially volunteers, a spirit of teamwork will go a
long way toward assuring a successful conclusion to
that effort.

| think Paul understood that. Just read Colossians
3:7-15 and notice how many times Paul uses words
like fellow worker, fellow laborer, fellow prisoner. He
does it in nearly every one of his letters. And consider
how he describes Timothy, his beloved son in the faith:

But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to
you shortly, that | also may be encouraged when
| know your state. For | have no one like-
minded, who will sincerely care for your state.
For all seek their own, not the things which are
of Christ Jesus. But you know his proven
character, that as a son with his father he served
with me in the gospel. (Philippians 2:19-22).

| get the distinct impression that Timothy and some
of the others that Paul mentioned in his letters were
definitely team players. What a contrast to another
mentioned by John:

| wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves
to have the preeminence among them, does not
receive us. Therefore, if | come, | will call to
mind his deeds which he does, prating against
us with malicious words. And not content with
that, he himself does not receive the brethren,
and forbids those who wish to, putting them out
of the church. (3 John 9-10).

What of you, my friend. Are you a team player? Or
are you just a member of a group? Are you laboring
together with fellow Christians toward the greatest goal
possible which is going to heaven and taking others
with you?

Great teams have unselfish teamwork. The church,
if we are going to reach that great goal of heaven,
needs the same.

—Michael D. Greene



News and Notes

DIANE LEWIS has gallbladder surgery scheduled
April 5 at Hardin Memorial Hospital. DEWEY
PARKS, Shirley Nash’'s dad, has been diagnosed
with lung and brain cancer. He began radiation
treatments last week in Madison, Indiana. Many of
our members are away on trips so please keep
them in your prayers as they are traveling.

MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS

Betty Addington Diane Lewis
Alyenne Bates Doris Martin
Neil Burden J Martin
Elonda Crafton Tom Morgan
W. C. Davis Bonnie Payton
Howard & Millie Gardner Marie Rose

Bernard Gillim
Jacob Gringle
Faye Guess
Roy Johnson
David Keister

Terry Showers
Grace Speer

Wilma Stull

Michelle Treadway
Barbara Underwood
Lonnie Underwood

Let us continue to remember the following
military personnel in our prayers: Justin Burg,
Dave Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten,
Justin Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards,
Joe Betterton, Myles Brothers

Additional Prayer List: Darcie Bergeson, Gil
Berry, Christa Bradley, Sue Cantrell, Sydney
Dover, Kevin Fox, Betty Goheen, Renee Green,
Tonya Harper, Greg Helm, Nicole Johnson, Art
Lattanzi, Michelle Lawson, Lina Lee, Gayle
Massey, Erman McClaskey, Mike McCormmic,
Terri McDonald, Donald Montgomery, Joe Pawley,
Phyllis Pirtle, Stephen Pitcock, Charles Pottinger,
Patsy & Joe Richter, Janet Rogan, Roge-Ge-Neal
Smith, Marietta Solomon, Deanna Speer, Florence
Stull, Darrell Tade, Reiko Tarasavage, Patsy
Taylor, Sylvia Taylor, Juanita Tillery, Betty Tucker,
Andrew Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin Weaver

BENEVOLENT CENTER UPDATE
MARCH 2007

Food Center
Clothing Center

107 families helped
50 families helped

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE UPDATE

MARCH 2007
Courses graded 441
New enrollees 72

Pantry Item of the Week
Week of 4/08/07 Pkgs./boxes of rice

UPCOMING EVENTS
MONTHLY PHONE CALL to Central brethren
in Donetsk, Sunday morning, April 8, at
8:30 a.m.

CHURCH WORKERS WORKSHOP, Monday
morning, April 9, at 10:30 a.m. here at the
building.

YOUTH DEVOTIONAL, Sunday night,

April 15.

SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday afternoon,
April 22, at 3:00 p.m.

MEN'S RETREAT, April 27 & 28, at White
Mills Camp with Jack Hall from Richmond,
Kentucky as speaker. Lessons will focus on
“Am | the Best God Has? Growing the Lord’s
Church.” A sign up sheet is posted on the
bulletin board and brochures are in the lobby.
CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK, Sunday,
April 29. CSG #1 will be in charge of set up
and CSG #2 will clean up after the meal.
HOMECOMING, June 3-6

Attention Youth

Applications for Bible Camp (June 10-15) at Taylor
Christian Camp in Holland, Kentucky are in the lobby.
Also, applications for Horizons Future Church
Leaders Workshop at Freed-Hardeman University are
available in Ray’s office. Senior Week (Grades 10-
12) is July 1-6 and Junior Week (Grades 6-9) is July
8-13.

Area Meetings & Ladies Days
Flyers are posted on the bulletin board of area Gospel
Meetings and Ladies Days being held.

OUR RECORD FOR

April 1, 2007
Sunday Bible Study 140
Sunday Morning Assembly 212
Sunday Evening Assembly 138
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class 12
Wednesday Bible Study 130

Contribution (Budget -- $5,885) $5,733

Elder/Coordinator for April
Rick Whobrey




Elizabethtown Church of Christ
P. O. Box 652

1211 N. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Church Office: 765-6446
Fax # 737-0491

Elders:
Ron Carter 358-5792
Dennis Hogan 234-0705
Henry McAlister 765-7386
Mike Pence 737-8123
Rick Whobrey 769-9267
Ministers:
Michael D. Greene 862-9971
cell # 735-6908
Ray Pack 982-3460
cell # 723-7564
Secretary:
Kim Whobrey 769-9267

Email: churchofchrist@kvnet.org

Visit us on the World Wide Web:
www.elizabethtownchurchofchrist.com
www.etowncofc.org

This Week’s Bible Question: What horticultural practice
described the coming together of Gentiles with Jews in God’s
orchard?

Last Week’s Bible Question: The joy of the righteous over the
punishment by God of the wicked is described in terms of
“foot-washing” in an Old Testament passage. What
substance is used for the foot-washing? The correct answer
is blood, Psalm 58:10-11. Kay Thomason, Mary Greene, Edna
Ashlock, Mary Walker, Betty Bray , Bloria Taylor and Martha
Cato correctly answered the question.

Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please
include the Scripture reference and your name.

102V AX ‘umolyiagezi|3
8TT # Nwiad
pred abeisod 's'n
uoneziuebio 1joid-uoN

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
Bible Classes 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M.
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