
    Our hearts were made to 
rejoice yesterday morning when 
Kent Lane came to ask us to pray 
for forgiveness of the things 
wrong in his life. Kent is a good 
hearted young man who needs 
our encouragement. Let’s all 
remember him in our prayers. 

Thanks Kent for your example that reminds us how 
much we really need one another.    

� � � �  
 As I write this on Monday morning, there are no 
pews in the auditorium. Yesterday after morning 
services, a swarm of folks (including 15 from Lehman 
Avenue in Bowling Green) descended on the 
auditorium and, in about 1 hour and 10 minutes, took 
the old pews out (some had to be taken apart, some 
were left assembled), loaded them on a truck and took 
them to be used at the Grant County Church of Christ in 
Northern Kentucky.  
 This is a new congregation that Lehman Avenue has 
started in Dry Ridge, Kentucky south of Cincinnati. I am 
glad that they could use the pews and pulpit furniture. 
 I also want to say thanks to all who stayed and 
helped with this task and those who prepared food for 
them. Kim said that we had over 30 families 
represented in this endeavor. That is something that 
makes me proud to be a part of this good church. We 
have some folks that are always ready to respond when 
a need is expressed and do so in a wonderful way. 
 Then we had services in the south wing last 
evening. We had a good number and it was different 
having services, not in the auditorium, but in the 
intimate surroundings of the fellowship hall. Brother 
Fred Pence’s remembrances of tent meetings past just 
added to the occasion. All in all it was a tiring, but good 
day here at Etown. Again, thanks to all who helped plan 
and to work the plan that made it all work so well. 
 Hopefully, all the rest of the carpet will be laid and 
the pews will be installed so that we will be back in 
order by Sunday morning. I am looking forward to 
getting “back to normal.” 

� � � �  
 If you are on the internet, you might want to check 
out the following web site: www.thebible.net. It is a web 
site owned by a faithful gospel preacher named Jody 
Apple. It has many excellent articles posted by faithful 
brethren as well as videos that can be viewed on or 
downloaded to your computer. There are also audio 
sermons, including many apologetic materials, that can 
be listened to or downloaded at no cost. You could then 
burn them to a CD and listen as you drive! It is a great 
Bible study site. Check it out. 
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Sunday’s Sermons: 
 

A.M.  Seven Sayings From the Cross 
         Luke 23:32-38 
  
P.M. The Seed is the Word of God 
         Luke 8:4-8 

Ray’s 
Ramblings 

 
Ray Pack 



 They are at it again. A member of the progressive 
left has once again taken a pot shot at Christianity. It is 
but another salvo in the secular left’s all out war on 
religion in general and Christianity in particular. Their 
utter hatred and contempt for Christianity has led them 
to violate every principle of sound science in this latest 
attempt to undermine the faith of millions. But what 
else is new? 
 The complicit news media, especially the left 
leaning television network news outlets, have 
sensationalized an upcoming documentary to be aired 
on the Discovery channel that claims to have the 
archeological discovery of the ages. They claim to 
have found the bones of Jesus! This documentary 
entitled “The Lost Tomb of Jesus,” made by James 
Cameron, claims that a burial box of bones (an 
ossuary) found in Jerusalem during the construction of 
an apartment building are the bones of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the object of the faith of Christians. 
 The ossuary in question, they claim, is labeled 
with the names “Jesus, son of Joseph,” Mary,” and 
“Judah, the son of Jesus.” 
 The implication of these claims is profound. The 
Bible says that Jesus was raised from the dead and 
ascended bodily into heaven (John 20, Mark 16:19-20, 
Acts 1:1-11). But if these are His bones that were 
found in this stone box in Jerusalem, then He obviously 
did not rise from the dead, and surely did not ascend 
bodily into heaven. In addition, it is claimed that the 
names on the ossuary give further evidence that Jesus 
was married to Mary Magdalene and they had a child. 
A claim made popular in the recent blasphemous book, 
The DaVinci Code. 
 Some have correctly assessed the impact of all of 
this if it is true. It would literally “shake the foundations 
of the Christian religion and the faith of millions of 
Christians the world over.” 
 But in accord with the Bible’s own injunction to 
prove all things and hold fast to that which is good or 
true (1 Thessalonians 5:21), does this latest claim 
stand a fair and honest examination? Hardly. 
 First off, these bones and this box have been 
around since 1980 when they were discovered. It is not 
a recent find.  
 Secondly, non-Christian archeologists have long 
ago decided there is nothing unusual about this 
ossuary. In the Friday, March 2nd edition of the 
Elizabethtown News Enterprise an article ran on page 
B5 under the headline: Expert’s reject ‘Lost Tomb.’ 
The article was written by Alan Cooperman who writes 
for the Washington Post, a leading liberal newspaper in 
our nation’s capitol. Here are some quotes from the 
article: 
 “Leading archeologists in Israel and the United 
States denounced the purported discovery of the tomb 
of Jesus as a publicity stunt. 
 “Scorn for the Discovery Channel’s claim to have 
found the burial place of Jesus… came not just from 
Christian scholars but also from Jewish and secular 
experts… 

 “ ‘I am not a Christian: I’m not a believer. I don’t 
have a dog in this fight,’ said William Dever, who has 
been excavating ancient sites in Israel for 50 years and 
is widely considered the dean of biblical archaeology 
among U.S. scholars. ‘I just think it is a shame the way 
this story is being hyped and manipulated.’” 
 The article concludes with the following: 
 “Jodi Magness, an archaeologist at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, expressed irritation 
that the claims were made at a news conference rather 
than a peer reviewed scientific article. By going directly 
to the media, the filmmakers have ‘set it up as if it is a 
legitimate academic debate, when the vast majority of 
scholars who specialize in archaeology of this period 
have flatly reject this,’ she said. 
 “‘This whole case is flawed from beginning to 
end.’” 
 The article also quotes two Israeli scholars who 
originally excavated the tomb in which the ossuary was 
found as saying the documentary’s claim is “nonsense” 
and that the whole thing is a “hyped up film which is 
intellectually and scientifically dishonest.” 
 In the Saturday, March 3rd edition of the Louisville 
Courier Journal, no friend at all to conservative 
Christianity, a similar article appeared on the front 
page and quotes a Western Kentucky University 
professor who said this is old news and the claims 
made by Cameron’s film have been rejected by 
archaeologists. 
 Why were these claims rejected? Because the 
names on the ossuary were very common names in 
New Testament times. Finding those names on an 
ossuary from that time period would be akin to going 
into a cemetery anywhere in the United States and 
finding a gravestone with the name John Smith on it. 
 One scientist who was interviewed on television 
said there have been more than 2,000 such ossuaries 
dug up with the name Jesus on them! 
 Such claims play upon Bible believer’s own 
ignorance of the background of the scriptures. Another 
example comes from a speaker on a recent talk radio 
show which aired from Louisville and was discussing 
the ossuary and the film’s claims. The person stated 
there is no reference to Jesus in contemporary 
literature other than the Bible. Such is just not true. 
Josephus, the well known Jewish historian, mentions 
Jesus more than once. Other non-biblical references to 
Jesus from the first and second century are extant. 
There are literally hundreds of Christian writers from 
the first and second century extant. The historicity of 
the Man from Nazareth is the best attested historical 
fact of the period, the skeptics’ claims not withstanding. 
 No, the bones of Jesus have not been found. 
They will never be found. Why? Jesus was raised from 
the dead and ascended bodily into heaven, just like the 
Bible said He did. In that you can place your faith, not 
in the misguided, unethical, deceptive, unscientific 
musings of some maker of Hollywood films. 
 
     —Michael D. Greene 
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CAITLYNN and MACI PARKS continue to deal 
with health problems.  JASON BROTHERS has 
been ill with pneumonia.  INA DUNCAN, Dorotha 
Weaver’s sister, has taken a turn for the worse in 
Cincinnati, OH.  FLORENCE STULL, Harry Stull’s 
mother who lives in Pennsylvania, is having some 
back problems.  JOSH BARTELT has strept and 
pneumonia.  MILLIE GARDNER is now at home. 
 
MEMBERS TO INCLUDE ON PRAYER LISTS 
Betty Addington  Diane Lewis 
Alyenne Bates   Doris Martin 
Neil Burden   J Martin 
Elonda Crafton  Tom Morgan 
W. C. Davis   Bonnie Payton 
Howard Gardner  Marie Rose 
Bernard Gillim   Terry Showers 
Jacob Gringle   Grace Speer 
Faye Guess   Wilma Stull 
Roy Johnson   Barbara Underwood 
David Keister   Lonnie Underwood 
   
Let us continue to remember the following 
military personnel in our prayers: Justin Burg, 
Dave Fulbright, Scott Allen, Robert E. Wooten, Justin 
Gardner, Kelly Leverett, George Edwards 
Additional Prayer List: Darcie Bergeson, Gil 
Berry, Christa Bradley, Sue Cantrell, Sydney Dover, 
Thomas Elkins, Kevin Fox, John & Connie Gardner, 
Betty Goheen, Renee Green, Tonya Harper, Greg 
Helm, Nicole Johnson, Art Lattanzi, Michelle Lawson, 
Lina Lee, Gayle Massey, Erman McClaskey, Mike 
McCormmic, Terri McDonald, Donald Montgomery, 
Joe Pawley, Phyllis Pirtle, Stephen Pitcock, Charles 
Pottinger, Patsy & Joe Richter, Janet Rogan, Roge-
Ge-Neal Smith, Reiko Tarasavage, Patsy Taylor, 
Sylvia Taylor, Juanita Tillery, Betty Tucker, Andrew 
Verble, Laura Walker, Kevin Weaver  
 

Pantry Item of the Week 
Week of 3/11/07         Boxes/Pkgs. of rice 
 

Thank You 
I would like to say a special thanks again to the church 
for having me on your prayer list and to the individuals 
who kept me in your prayers during my treatments.  
Thanks also for the cards, the concerns and each act 
of kindness shown me and my family.  We greatly 
appreciate everything.  Hope you will continue to 
remember me in your prayers that the cancer will not 
re-occur. 

Thank you, 
Evelyn Gattis 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
�  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS, this
 Sunday, March 11.  Set your clocks ahead 
 one hour. 
�  There will be a brief meeting Sunday morning, 
 March 11, in Room 10 for ladies interested in 
 participating in Secret Sisters.  See Carrie 
 White for more information. 
�  CHURCH WORKERS WORKSHOP, Monday, 
 March 12, at 10:30 a.m. 
�  CSG #2 GET-TOGETHER, Sunday morning, 
 March 18, in the South Wing. 
�  VBS MEETING, Sunday afternoon, March 18, 
 at 5:00 p.m. in Room 10.   
�  FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS SEMINAR, 
 hosted by  Lehman Avenue Church of 
 Christ in Bowling Green, Saturday, March 
 24. Topic:  “Uniting on Who We Are.”  
 Speakers:  Charles Baugh, Goodlettsville, 
 TN; Gary Hampton, Knoxville, TN; Mike 
 Greene, Elizabethtown, KY; and Marlin 
 Connelly, Jr., Nashville, TN. 
�  MONTHLY SINGING AT ATRIA, Sunday 
 afternoon, March 25, at 3:00 p.m. 
�  MARCH BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY GET-
 TOGETHER, Sunday night, March 25, in the 
 South Wing.  CSG #1 will host. 
�  HOMECOMING, June 3-6 

 

OUR RECORD FOR 
February 25, 2007 

 
Sunday Bible Study 122 
Sunday Morning Assembly                                  201 
Sunday Evening Assembly                                  122    
Tuesday Ladies Bible Class 10 
Wednesday Bible Study                                       100 
Contribution (Budget -- $5,885)   $5,956 
 
                Elder/Coordinator for March 

Mike Pence 
 

News and Notes 

BENEVOLENT CENTER UPDATE 
FEBRUARY 2007 

 
Food Center  89 families helped 
Clothing Center 29 families helped 
 
 

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE UPDATE 
FEBRUARY 2007 

 
Courses Graded  397 
New enrollees     97 
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Mar. 11 — Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Mar. 12 —  Church Workers Workshop 
Mar. 18 — VBS Meeting 
Mar. 18 — CSG #2 Get-together 
Mar. 24 — Fundamental Truths Seminar 
Mar. 25 — March Birthday/Anniversary Get-together 
June 3-6 — Homecoming 
 
Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Week 10 
1.  Leviticus 7:11-8; Acts 2:1-21 
2.  Leviticus 9, 10; Acts 2:22-47 
3.  Leviticus 11-13:23; Acts 3 
4.  Leviticus 13:24-14:32; Acts 4:1-31 
5.  Leviticus 14:33-15; Acts 4:32-5:11 

� �� �� � � � � 	 
 �� � �
�
�

This Week’s Bible Question:  In a vision, a bear appears, with 
one side raised.  What does it have in its teeth? 
 
Last Week’s Bible Question:  Flowing water was stopped by 
feet of men who had a load to bear.  What were they carrying?  
The correct answer is the Ark of the Covenant, Joshua 3:14-
17.  Kay Thomason, Mary Greene, Mary Walker, Betty Bray, Edna 
Ashlock, Bloria Taylor, and Martha Cato correctly answered the 
question. 
 
Please write down your answer and give it to Ray, put it in the box 
outside the church office before next Wednesday or email your 
answer to rpack119@bbtel.com by Tuesday afternoon. Please 
include the Scripture reference and your name. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday: 
 Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 
 Morning Worship 10:30 A.M. 
 Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 
Tuesday  
 Ladies Bible Class 10:30 A.M. 
Wednesday  
 Evening Bible Class 7:00 P.M. 


